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agrn Concress, Ist Session. 
Mr. PRESTON KING suggested a modification 
as to time; but what it was, the reporter could not | 


1 


tion, which limited the time to ten minutes, 
Mr. TIBBATTS said he would accept it, if it 


were not discourteous to the gentleman who was | 


entitied to the floor on the subject. 


Mr. BOWLIN modified his resolution so as to | 


read “one hour.”” 
After some conversation on a point of order, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the resolution 


be laid on the table. 


Mr. TIBBATTS asked the yeasand nays; which 


were refused ° 


The question was then taken, and the vote stood | 


—aves 79, noes 70. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. McKAY rose, he said, to make an appeal 
to tbe House. It was well known to its members 
that the fiseal year expired on the 30th of the pres- 


eat month. The naval appropriation bill had not | 
yet been acted on, and it was important that it | 


should be passed before the commencement of the 


next fiseal year. He moved, therefore, that the | 


House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, for the purpose of taking 


up the bill. 


Sut Mr. McK AY waived the motion for the 


moment, 
PAYMASTERS OF THE ARMY. 
And Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee of 
Conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill making certain alterations in the 


pay department of the army, made the following | 


report: 
The Committee of Conference on the part of the House of 
Representatives on the disagreeing votes of the two 


Houses on the biH of the Senate entitled “ An act making | 


alterations in the pay department of the army,’ respect- 
tully report: 


That they have met the conferees on the part of the Sen- 
ate, aud after free and full conference on the subject of the 
said disagreeing votes, have unanimously agreed to recom- 
mend and do recommend to the respective Houses as follows: 

That the Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House, with the exception of the proviso 
hy which the additional officers to be appointed in the pay 
department, “shall continue in service only so long as the 
increase of the rank and file of the army, may be necessary, 
as authorized and provided for in the act passed during the 
present session ;°? and that the House recede from so much 
of its amendment to the original bill as is contained in said 
proviso. Should the recommendation of the conferees be 
adopted by the two*Houses, the effect will be to substitute 
for the two sections of the original bill the following: That 
the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 


thorized, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, | 
to appoint three additional paymasters, to be attached to the 


pay departinent of the army. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers ap- 
pointed in virtue of this act shall perform the same duties, 
receive the same pay and allowance as the present pay- 
inasters of the army, and shall in like manner be subject to 
the rules and articles of war; and previous to entering upon 
the duties of their office shall give such bonds to the United 


States as the Secretary of War may direct, for the faithful | 


performance of their duties.’’ 

The effect of the foregoing substitute is, to strike from the 
original bill the provision authorizing the appointment of an 
wlditional paymaster general, and the provision repealing so 
much of the act of the 15th of May, 1820, as limits the tenure 
of the office of paymasters of the army, so that the limita- 


on will remain in full foree. Its further effect isto modify | 


the amendment of the House so as to place these additional 
Paytiasters to be appointed, on the same footing as the pay- 
Masters now in service. 

JOHN A. DIX, 


SAM. HOUSTON, 
REVERDY JOHNSON, 
Committee on the part of the Senate. 
H. A. HARALSON, 
R. McCLELLAND, 
E. H. EWING, 
Committee on the part of the House. 


Mr. BOYD asked for some ex lanations, which 
Were made by Messrs. MeCLELLAND and Me- 


tion. 


, There was a second. And the main question 
°n concurring in the report) was ordered to be | 


now taken, 


Mr. JOSEPH J. McDOWELL asked the yeas 
and nays thereon, which were refused. 
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’ Mr. BOWLIN suggested a substitute proposi- 


KAY, and the latter demanded the previous ques- | 
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Mr. BOYD asked a division. 
dut the SPEAKER said that the question must 


be taken on concurrence in the report as a whole. 


The question was then taken, and by ayes 84, 


noes 34, the report was concurred in. 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. ELamuin, of Maine, in the chair,) 
and took up the bill making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending on the 30th June, 
1847. 


The bill having been read through, was taken 


up by sections. 


The following item being under consideration: 
“For pay of commission, warrant, and petty 


‘ officers and seamen, including the engineer corps 
‘ of the navy, two millions five hundred and eighty- 
‘one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five dol- 
*lars.”’ 


Mr. McKAY said that since the bill had been 


reported, it had become necessary to increase the 
amount of this item. 
gress the force that the Secretary was authorized 
to employ was limited to seven thousand five hun- 
dred. In consequence of the existence of a state 
of war, the number had been increased to ten thou- 
sand. Ithad, therefore, become necessary to make 
a corresponding increase in the amount, and he 
moved to strike ont the sum as it was, and insert 
three millions five hundred and seventy-one thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty-five dollars. 


sy an act of the last Con- 


He would state, for the information of the com- 


mittee, that the number of men employed during 
the last year was smaller than that which had been 
employed for several years past. In 1840, the 
number was 7,072; in 1841, 7,419; in 1842, 9,784; 
in 1843, 10,321; in 1844, 8,505. 


The number now proposed for the service for 


the next fiscal year was less by three hundred and 
twenty-one than the number appropriated for in 
1843. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 


ment was agreed to. 


The following item being under consideration: 
‘For pay of principal steam engineer, two 


thousand five hundred dollars;”’ 

Mr. WHITE inquired of the chairman of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, [Mr. MecKay,} 
whether there was any officer of this kind known 
to the law? 


Mr. McKAY said the office had been appropri- 


ated for for three or four years past. 
Mr. WHITE repeated his inquiry, whether | 
such an officer was provided for by any law of the 


United States? 


Mr. McKAY repeated that, for the last three 
years, an appropriation of the same kind had been 
made. 


Mr. WHITE moved to strike out the item. 
A long desultory conversation followed as to the 


fact whether there was or was not a law authori- 


zing the office, in which Messrs. WHITE, DAR- | 


RAGH,I. E. HOLMES, FARAN, ATKINSON, 


/RATHBUN, GRAHAM, TIBBATTS, GOR- 
|, DON, SCHENCK, and STANTON, participated ; 


when 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF suggested that the item 
should be stricken out now, and that if the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means could 
find a law by which the office was authorized, the 


House, when the bill should come there, might | 


refuse to concur with the committee in striking out. 
Mr. McKAY acceded to the suggestion, 
And the committee having adopted it, the item 
was stricken out. 
The following item being under consideration: 
‘For provisions, including transportation, 


| *cooperage, and other expenses, six hundred and 


‘fifty-two thousand three hundred and twenty- 
‘ eicht dollars;” 


authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to purchase 
rovisions for the use of the navy which were per- 
ishable in their nature, and not subject to compe- 


| now so far forward as to 
|| Mr. I. would vote for the appropriation with his 
Mr. WOODWORTH moved an amendment || whole heart; and so he was sure would every gen- 
‘| tleman who regarded the progress of his count 


| in science, and its reputation and standing as well 
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should deem for the best interests of the service. 
Rejected. 


Mr. D. P. KING moved an amendment, by way 


of premise, that no spirit rations should be allow- 
ed, and that the Secretary of the Navy be autho- 
rized and directed to make commutation therefor 
In money. 


Acreed to. 
Mr. McWAY, for the reasons already stated by 


him, moved to amend the item by strikine out the 
same and inserting * eight hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand seven hundred and twenty-two dollars.”’ 
Avreed to. : 


Mr. STANTON, by direction of the Commit- 


tee on Naval Affairs, moved to insert the following 
item: 


“ For computing and publishing, under the di- 


‘rection of the Superintendent of the Observatory, 
‘the American Nautical Almanac, to be ealeulated 
‘for the meridian of Washineton city, 85,000."’ 


Mr. STANTON explained and advocated the 


appropriation. The sale of the almanac, when 
completed and published, would reimburse the 
Government for every dollar here proposed to be 
appropriated. He referred to an Executive mes- 
sage, and quoted a recommendation referring to 
the general subject. The observations necessary 
ito furnish the materials for this work had been 
already made at the Observatory established here, 
and all that now remained necessary to the na- 
tion’s possessing a nautical almanae of its own 
was, that the requisite calculations from these ob- 
servations should be completed, embodied, and 
published. It was to provide for this that the item 
had been inserted in the bill. 


Mr. HOLMES hoped this small sum would 


not be refused for so noble a purpose as the con- 
struction of a national almanac. We had, at a 
vast expense, collected the requisite materials, 
We had kept scientific men employed for years, 
| at an annual expenditure of fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand dollars, to make the requisite observations of 
| the heavenly bodies; and now, when the materials 
| were all in our possession, were we going to refuse 
|; the small sum necessary to turn them to account, 
/and put them practically in the possession of the 
country? After the observations had been made, 
corrected, and digested, for a work of this high 
scientific character, were they all to be lost because 
Coneress would not publish them ? 


Mr. BROCKENBROUGHL asked whether it 


was expected that an American Nautical Almanac 
could be obtained that would be more accurate 
than the British Almanac we were now using in 
our navy? This was a question which involved 


the safety of our entire marine, both warlike and 
commercial, besides the lives of multitudes of our 
hardy seamen and others traversing the ocean. 
The Nautical Almanac of Great Britain was the 
production of the most learned and scientific men 
in Europe: it was made at a vast cost to the Gov- 
ernment. The astronomical observations on which 
it was founded were made by different individuals, 
as were the tables constructed upon them: these 
were then brought together, collated, and corrected ; 
and still, after all the pains and solicitude to attain 
entire accuracy, some mistakes still occurred; and 
a vessel relying on any of these erroneous figures, 
and directing her course on conclusions founded 
on such a basis, might be led into circumstances 
of sreat danger. We might have accumulated a 
quantity of observations, but the making such an 
almanac as that of Great Britain was not a thing 
to be done ina day. When we had made one as 
good, Mr. B. would be willing to risk the safety 
of our navy upon it; but, until then, he would 
rather rely on what he knew to be accurate. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL had known, 


|| for some time past, that they had been engaged at 


the Observatory in the preparation of a nautical 
almanac, with a view to its peseconen. If it was 
ye ready for the press, 


abroad as at home. The Observatory established 


\ titions, at such prices, and in such manner as he |) here by Government (under the legal designation 
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of a “dept of charts and maps’’) was one of the 


most beautiful and well-conducted institutions in | 


the world. It contained the very best instruments, 
of the latest and most approved construction; the 
officers engaged there were men of high erudition, 
and every way fitted for the discharge of their im- 
wrtant duties; and they looked forward, with a 
laudable professional ambition, to rendering their 
country independent of all dependence on the sci- 
entific labors of other nations. 
unfeigned congratulation to Mr. I. that we were 
able to take our place among the other nations 
of the world in the production of a work of this 
high scientific character; and it added yet more 
to his gratification to think, that on this occasion, 
even his honorable and excellent friend from South 
Carolina {[Mr. Hoimes} had shown himself a con- 
vert to the encouragement of domestic manufac- 
tures. [A laugh.] 

Mr. ADAMS expressed his hope that the ap- 
propriation propose d would be agreed to. A mau: 
tical almanae was one of the most useful books in 
the world. No vessel went to sea without it; and 
#0 important was it deemed to the accommodation 
and safety of our navigation, both commercial and 
national, that he beheved there was an American 
edition of the Nautical Almanne of Great Britain 
published and used every year. The British work 
was compiled and published with the greatest pos- 
sible care, under the immediate supervision of a 
board of scientific officers, appointed and main- 
tained by the Government; and it was usually so 
calculated as to be published three or four years in 
advance. He presumed the almanac for 1850 was 
already published, 

Mr. STANTON here said that it was published 
for the year 1849. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed, and thanked the gentle- 
man for his correction. He had not recently seen 
acopy, but knew that the work was kept ina con- 
stant series of publication several years in advance. 
ft was a work of vast importance to seamen and to 
all whose interests were connected with the ocean. 
There was another similar almanac published in 
France, under the direction of the French Govern- 
ment; indeed, there were two, a greater and a lesser 
work, The larger almanac was published under the 
title of Cognoscence des Temps, containing, besides 
the astronomical tables, a vast amount of valuable 
information. From this was compiled a smaller 
work, which constituted the common almanac in 
use in that kingdom. It was an abstract of the 
larger, and, like it, contained a mass of valuable 
information, in addition to the tables. It had very 
truly been observed that we had at length estab- 
lished, at vast expense, a regular and well-ap- 
pointed Observatory of our own. One of the use- 
ful purposes to be etfected by such an establishment 
was the preparation and publication, from year to 
year, in advance, of a work of this kind—the result 
of accurate observation of the phenomena of the 
heavens, and containing much information that 
was important and valuable to seamen, So im- 
portant was this book deemed, and so widely ex- 


tended was its use and circulation, that the Ameri- | 


can edition of the English Almanac was every year 
revised by the late Dr. Bowditch with the utmost 
care; and that learned man and astute observer 
had frequently detected errors in the English work, 
which he corrected in his own; so that during his 
life the American Nautical Almanac was, in fact, a 
revisal of the British. Mr. A. believed that a fur- 
ther preparation of a similar book would be of the 
greatest use to Our own navigators, of all descrip- 
tions, as well as to those of other countries. He 
hoped the appropriation for such an object would 
become a regular and permanent part of our naval 
appropriation bill; and that, through the skill and 
exertions of the gentlemen who were now em- 
ployed in our Observatory, the book would be 
made so accurate as to become the most correct 
publication any where in existence. He entirely 
concurred in the sentiments expressed by his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incersou.,] which 
were so becoming in an American statesman, and 
united in the hope that the amendment would pre- 
vail. 

Mr. T. B. KING observed that, after what had 
been so well said by others, he need add nothing 
but to assure the committee, on his personal know- 
ledge, that the observations already made and re- 
corded had become sufficiently numerous to war- 
rant the commencement of the publication of this 
great work—a work which he contemplated with 


| 


It was a source of 


alive to the feeling of national pride. 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said that if the use 
of the British Almanac was not intended to be dis- 
pensed with, he should not oppose the adoption of 
the amendment, which he understood to be intend- 
ed as enabling us to make an experiment in the 
production of a similar work. None would go 
further than he in promoting whatever would add 
to the honor and standing of the country; nor did 
any one esteem more highly the scientific gentle- 
men who were now placed at the head of our Ob- 
servatory. He should be proud to see our coun- 
try advancing in science in proportion to our pro- 
gress in other respects; and it certainly was a high 
honor that American astronomers should be able 
to point out the errors which existed in a scientific 
work of the Old World. But knowing, as he did, 
the great accuracy of the British Almanac, and the 
enormous national expense at which it was pre- 
prepared and published—an expenditure in which 
we could not imitate the British Government—he 
should be very sorry to see the use of that work 
discontinned, and the safety of our navy jeoparded 
for the sake of indulging an American feeling, how- 
ever just and laudable. This, as he had before 
observed, was a question of the safety of our entire 
naval armament. Should the amendment prevail, 
the work would either be a reprint of the British 
Nautical Almanac, or an entirely original work of 
ourown. In the former case he should oppose 
the appropriation as unnecessary; and, in the fatter, 
if our work was to supersede the British by way 
of experiment, he should oppose it as unsafe, 

Mr. STANTON expressed regrets at the re- 
marks which had just been made. He had been 
told that the observations made at the great British 
Observatory at Greenwich when tested and com- 
pared, sometimes exhibited variations greater than 
those which had been found in the observations it 
was now proposed to publish. Whoever would 
take the trouble to visit our Observatory would find 
in the library there contributions of the most valu- 
able description, which had been made from scien- 
tific institutions abroad. Were we to make no re- 
turn for this national comity and liberality ? Were 
the heavy expenditures which had already been in- 
curred to be frustrated and rendered of no value to 
the nation, by refusing to publish the result of what 
had been done? As to accuracy of observation, 
there was but one element in these calculations in 
which greater accuracy could be obtained, and that 
was inthe tables of refraction, which were of course 
affected by the different climates in which astro- 
nomical observations were made; the effect of our 
own climate on such operations remained to be 
more fully investigated. It was every way proper 
that there should be an American almanac, as there 
was already a British and French one, and if the 
work were not slandered in that House beforehand, 
it would receive and would soon justify the confi- 
dence of the world. He thought there ought to 

/ exist some just pride, some American feeling, in 
this matter. ‘lhe tables in this almanac would be 
computed from the meridian of Washington, and 
this would mark it as an American work, and as 
such, commend it to the affections of every Ameri- 
can sailor. 

Mr. SAWYER rose to make no objections to the 
object of the appropriation, but he must object to the 
sum proposed, He believed there were in all twenty- 
one individuals now in the public employment at 
the Observatory, at a cost to the Government of 
§3,550 per annum. Could it be necessary to ap- 
propriate’ $5,000 more to pay officers for their ser- 

vices who were already drawing their regular pay 

from the Government? he amendment proposed 
was for computing and publishing a nautical al- 
manac. 

Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING begged leave 
to correct the gentleman from Ohio. This sum 
was proposed merely for printing the materials 
which had already been collected. 

Mr. SAWYER insisted that his statement was 
correct, and he called for the reading of the amend- 
ment at the Clerk’s table. ' 

|The amendment was read, and it proved to be, 
as he had stated, for computing as well as publish- 
ing. | 

Mr. STANTON interposed and explained. The 
officers at the Observatory, in the discharge of their 
present duty, were required to set up all night in 
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feelings of exultation, and the publication of which | their time was fully oceupied by the scientific dy. 
could not but be gratifying to every one who was || ties of their place. A portion of the money would 


be necessary to enable them to make the requisite 
computations for the almanac from the obserys 


| tions they had already made and recorded. 


| 
i 
| 
j 
' 
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| he knew nothing of the duties these gentlemen | 


Mr. SAWYER resumed, and said that the ey. 
planation just given confirmed him in what he had 
expected, and that was, that, if this appropriatioy 
should be made, there would be another officer a 
two employed at the establishment in addition to 
those now paid by the Government. Mr.8. woule 
frankly confess, and was not ashaimed to own, tha 


iad 


| to discharge, but common sense taught him thar 


nineteen officers (for two of the individuals of ti¢ 


| twenty-one he believed were messengers) ought 1), 
| be able to doa good deal of work, and he presumed 





| the other salaries in that record. 


they would have quite sufficient me to make these 
computations Without employing additional assis; 
ance or receiving additional compensation. 

Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING aaid that » 
large portion of the gentlemen employed were ofij- 
cers of the navy, and drew only such pay as thei; 
naval rank entitled them to. 

Mr. SAWYER understood the Blue Book to 
state the contrary. ‘They were there set down as 
officers of the Observatory, and their respectiy: 
salaries stood opposite to their names, just like al! 
He understood 
them to receive a salary for their duties at the 
Observatory. If they drew pay as officers in th. 
navy, he presumed that was additional. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING stated that such was 
not the fact. ‘They received their navy pay, and 


| nothing more. 


Mr. SAWYER said that, whatever they migh: 


receive, he thought there were enough of them to 


/ compile the book. 


If the five thousand dollars 


| were wanted merely for the printing, let the amend- 


‘| ment say so. 


Mr. ATKINSON suggested to the mover of the 
amendment to strike out the words * for compu 
tation and.”” This would remove the ground of 
objection, and in that form Mr. A. would cheer- 
fully vote for the amendment. 

Mr. STANTON said there were at the Obsery- 


|atory three gentlemen who were professors ot 


| Navy. 


mathematics; the residue were all officers in th: 
These were all employed in making and 


| correcting the astronomical observations which 


were constantly in progress at the institution, and 
there was not at present force sufficient there to 


| make the computations necessary for the almanac. 


| A part of the appropriation was needed to meet 


| and to supply that want. 


The officers were en- 


| gaged in a work of immense extent, and one which 
| would be in the highest degree creditable to th 


character of the country. They had undertaken 
the observation of every star visible in this latitude 
This made the mass of sidereal observations more 
perfect and extensive than it had ever been before. 
Professor Bache, in conducting the coast survey, 
found the tables already prepared insufficient for 
his use, and had been under the necessity of ex- 
tending them by sidereal observations of his own 


|The work in progress at the Observatory would, 
| when finished, leave nothing to be desired on the 
‘subject. The officers sat up all night, and relieved 


each other by turns. Sixteen naval officers and 
three mathematical professors were insufficient to 
the prosecution of so great a work and the compu- 
tation of a nautical almanac besides. 


Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, could not perceive 


the necessity of so large a sum, and should at the 
| proper time, offer an amendment to strike out 
| **five’’ and insert ‘* three.”’ 


The question immediately before the committee 
was on Mr. Arxinson’s amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Stanton, namely, to strike out the 


words “ for computation and.”’ 


| rum voting. 


On this the ayes were 25, the noes 65—no qlo- 
A new count was had by tellers, 
when the ayes were 41, the noes 64—no quorum 
voting. A third count was now taken by consent, 
when the ayes were 56 and the noes 66. A quo- 
rum voted, and the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. J. J. McDOWELL, now moved his amend- 
ment, to strike out * five’’ and insert “ three, 80 
so as to reduce the appropriation to $3,000. It 
was rejected without a count. 

The amendment of Mr. Stanton was then 


‘agreed to. During the debate it was modified by 


conducting their astronomical observations, and || 


Mr. S. by adding thereto the following proviso : 
“ Provided, That no part of said sum shall be 
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aid for computation to any person who now re- 
ceives asalary from the Government. 

At the close of the several items of appropria- 
tion for the support of the civil establishment at 
the several navy yards of the United States, Mr. 
McKAY moved to add the following: 

« Provided, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
and he is hereby authorized, when in his opinion 
the public interest will permit it, to discontinue any 
of the civil offices and employments herein provi- 
ded for at the navy yards, or to discharge the keep- 
ers of magazines, and to require their duties to be 
yerformed by gunners.” 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked Mr. McKay 
whether the amendment now proposed by him had 
not been rejected in the Committee of Ways and 
Means? 

Mr. McKAY replied that it had. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that the proviso 
had been proposed in that committee and rejected, 
and he hoped the reasons which led to its rejection 
there would have the same result in the Committee 
of the Whole House. He thought this a most un- 
fortunate and unfit moment for Congress to select 
to strike at the interests of those who were filling 
stations connected with the navy, and who were 
now called to serve their country by every exertion 
intheir power. We were now at war, and we did 
not know but we might be thrown into an addi- 
tional war. The effects of that war might prove 
disastrous, and might put in jeopardy the safety of 
our little navy. It was an unpropitious moment 
for retrenching, and the item now proposed was, 
inhis judgment, unnecessary, and therefore unwise. 

He thought, in the same view, that it was still 
more unfortunate that Congress should have cho- 
sen this moment to strike down the allowances for 
the travelling expenses of our officers, both in the 
army and navy. These allowances, which they 
had long enjoyed, were now taken from them just 
at the moment when they were called to set out 
for the field. If the reduction was proper in itself, 
this certainly was not the best time to make it. 
We were going into great experditures; that was 
a matter of course, a necesgary incident to a state 
of war; but surely it was not the time to enter into 
curtailments like these. 

Mr. McKAY said that the amendment did not 
positively curtail any expenditure. It merely 


vested » power in the head of the Navy Depart- | 


ment to reduce the number of these persons in case 
the state of the public service would admit of it 
without injury. He did not suppose that any one 
could object to clothing him with a power like this. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH observed that in the ap- 
propriations for Kittery, there was one item to 
make a road to a graveyard. He would suggest 
to our strict construction gentlemen, whose con- 
sututional scruples would not allow them to vote 
for the Cumberland road, nor for any other road 
or canal in the country, to move an amendment to 
strike out this item, which he was sure must dis- 
tress their consciences. [A laugh.] 

No amendment was proposed. 


BROOKLYN NAVY YARD. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to 
amend the item which appropriated $15,000 for 
the continuation of a cobb-wharf at the Brooklyn 
navy-yard, by striking out “ $15,000” and insert- 
ing ‘$30,000.’ At the time the item of $15,000 
was inserted the country was in a state of pro- 
found peace, but a change of times had occured, 
and it now became us to look well to every interest 
connected with the building and repairing of the 
navy, 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Hotmes was 
lost; and he then renewed the motion to strike 
out, changing the sum proposed to be inserted to 
$29,000. 

Mr. SEAMAN said he did not intend to occupy 
the time of the committee but for a few moments 
in support of the amendment offered by the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
He would make a very few remarks in explana- 
tion of it. Soon after the bill then before the com- 
mittee was reported to the Elouse, his attention 
was called by the officers of the yard to the sum 
recommended by the department br the continua- 
tion of the “* Cobb wharf.’’ Early in the session, 
while in the city of New York, he visited the navy- 


yard in company with the honorable gentleman | 
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from Georgia, [Mr. Krve,] and the honorable gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Scurncx,] members of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and, after an ex- 
amination of the work, was satisfied of its great 
importance to the yard, and that a much larger 
sum than $15,000 (the amount reported in the bill) 
ought to be appropriated towards completing it. 
In this opinion he believed the honorable gentle- 
men referred to concurred. Mr. 8S. here read a 
communication from Commodore Warrington, 
chief of the bureau of docks and yards, in answer 
to a letter addressed by Mr. 8. to the Secretary of 
the Navy, and also a letter from Captain String- 
ham, the captain of the yard. The committee 


' would notice (Mr. 8S. continued) that both these 
| gentlemen recommended a larger sum than the 
;} amendment reported by the honorable chairman 


| advanced. 


of the Committee on Naval Affairs; but he thoucht 
the sum named as much as could be expended 
with economy this year, the season being so far 
He would assure the committee that 
the work in question was one of great importance 


| to the yard, indeed it was indispensably necessary 
| to it; without it, the channel was in danger of being 


| committee would concur in it 


filled up, and ships lying at the yard were exposed 
to a northwest gale. He would merely add, that 
the amendment met the apprebation of the Navy 
Department, and all the officers of the navy with 
whom he had conversed, and he hoped that the 
Mr. S. then ex- 
hibited a diagram of the yard, and endeavored to 


| impress upon the committee the great importance 


| opposite direction. 


of the work in question. 

Mr. T. BUTLER KING, Mr. WILLIAM W. 
CAMPBELL, and Mr. SCHENCK, successively 
explained the facts of the case, from all which it 
appears that, owing to the local situation of the 
navy-yard at Brooklyn, and the course of the tides 
on the East river, the anchorage ground where 
alone it was practicable to lay up our ships of the 
line, was liable to great accumulations of soft al- 
luvial deposites, which came in when the tide was 
one way, but were not removed when it ran in an 
So rapid and great was this 
accumulation, that when the ships Washington 


| and Franklin were laid "p there, they became im- 


bedded in mud to the depth of fourteen feet, in 
consequence of which the Washington had to be 
broken up and the Franklin removed and carried 
round to Boston. The erection opposite the point 
of a timber structure, called a Cobb-wharf, was 
found by experience to have the effect of correct- 


‘ing this evil, by turning the currents in such a 


manner, that the mud was no longer brought in, 


'and that already collected was in the process of 


removal. The vicinity of the navy-yard was 


| thickly settled, and ground lots in the neighbor- 


hood exceedingly valuable. The effect of this 
wharf would be to occasion the creation of a large 
extent of made ground, which, if it should be ex- 
posed to sale, would, from its advantageous situ- 
ation, bring in to the Government a sum far larger 
than it would require to complete the improve- 
ments, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


WALL UNDER THE SABINE. 


The item appropriating $18,000 for the erection | 


of a stone wall under the frigate Sabine having 
been read, ae 
Mr. McKAY moved to reduce the appropriation 


| to $6,000. 


Mr. WOOD inquired of Mr. MeKay whether | 


it was not the intention of the Government to put 


| that frigate immediately afloat and employ her in 
' the naval service of the countr 


? 
Mr. SEAMAN said he had put the same in- 
quiry to the Secretary of the Navy, and had been 


‘informed by him that it was intended that both 


‘been introduced before the war took place. 


the Albany and the Sabine should be shortly pre- 
ared for sea. 

Mr. THOMAS B. KING said that this appro- 

priation for a wall under the frigate Sabine had 


He 


| should move that the item be stricken out. 


The question being first put on reducing the ap- 
propriation to $6,000, it was agreed to. 
Mr. T. B. KING said that he had intended to 


' move to strike out the item altogether; but, as it 
| was suggested to him that possibly circumstances 
| might change, in which case the frigate would re- 


main where she was, he should abstain from 


| making the motion, and would let the appropria- 


tion stand as it did, 


~ 
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Mr. LEVIN moved the following amendment: 

‘* For the construction of a dry-dock at the Phil- 
‘adelphia navy-yard and a dry-dock at the Pen- 
‘sacola navy-yard, two hundred thousand dollars 
*each.’’ 

Mr. WHITE inquired whether the amendment 
contemplated a stone dock or a floating dock ? 

Mr. PEVIN said he would leave it to the De- 
partment to judge what sort of dock was best. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WHITE, 
SCHENCK, and others, as to the different sorts of 
docks— 

Mr. LEVIN said, in substance, that the subject 
of a dry-dock at the Philadelphia naval station had 
before occupied the attention of the House, but as 
its miscarriage was under circumstances essential 
ly different from those now existing, and under 
views which, however honest, could not be said to 
be enlarged, liberal, or comprehensive, he enter- 
tained a well-grounded hope that time, which ought 
to Improve us in all things, had also enlarged and 
widened our perceptions in relation to this obvious 
measure of public utility. 

The central position of Philadelphia (said Mr. 
L..) has at all times recommended it highly to pub 
lic attention as a naval depét. ‘The only objection 
ever urged against it, its inland locality, has now, 
owing to the introduction of steam-towae, been 
converted into an argument in its favor. Its inland 
posiuon is highly advantageous in the event of 
war, securtng it in safety almost inaccessible to an 
enemy. 7 

On this point alone (said Mr. L.) the preference 
ought to be given to Philadelphia as the proper lo- 
eality fora dry-dock. Ina state of war that con- 
sideration transcends all others, and he could fear 
lessly appeal to every intelligent nautical man for 
its truth. But he was unwilling to rest this meas- 
ure on any argument of expediency, depending on 
the state of our foreign relations. As a branch of 
a great national establishment, it recommends itself 
to our support by a variety of important consider- 
ations. ‘I'he growth of our country requires that 
we should finish, complete, perfect our naval sta- 
tions; for without a dock a navy-yard was defect- 
ive, and wanting in one of its most important nat- 
ural members. In directing our attention, then, to 
this important subject, shall we pass over that of 


| Philadelphia, where labor, materials, and every 
' expense connected with ship-building, are cheaper 


than at any other port in the Union? Economy 
(said Mr. L.) is not a meanness; where the com- 
parative cost of an establishment is, is to decide its 
location. If the workmanship be equally good, 
we are bound to build where we ean build cheap- 
est. And what is the character of the naval work 

manship of Philadelphia? Shall I refer (said Mr. 
L.) to the Princeton for a specimen? or to the 
Pennsylvania, or the North Carolina—or the Rari- 
tan, or the Mississippi? $50,000 saved in the con- 
struction of one ship, which can be done, and has 
been done by giving a preference to Philadelphia, 
will go far towards building another ship. In 
proof of this fact, Mr. L. referred to documents in 
the Navy Department. Look at Philadelphia in 
any light, (continned Mr. L.,) whether in relation 
to cheapness of construction, security from an ene- 
my, or central locality, or the exemption of the 
waters of the Delaware from any qualities injuri- 
ous to ship timbers such as exist at Norfolk, and 
she commands universal preference, as the most 


| eligible spot for a national dry-dock. 


It has been urged as an objection to a dry-dock 
at Philadelphia, that the waters of the Delaware 
were too shallow, and that our first-rate men-of- 
war could not float in the channel. But this pre- 
text is now abandoned. ‘The channel of the Dela- 
ware has been ascertained to be twenty-five feet, 
the depth in front of the navy yard upwards of 
forty feet; and now what is the remaining objec- 
tion? Why, thatthe dry-docks already constructed 
are not in use during the whole year, and therefore 
we want no more. In answer to this argument, [ 
ask, is all of our navy in active service? Certainly 
not. Is that an argument why we should not in- 
crease it by the construction of more ships? Sup- 
pose we had acted on this shallow reasoning after 


| the war of 1812, where would be our present navy? 


A nation acts in reference to the future, not the 
present. Besides, our climate hardly admits the 
occupation of a dry-dock during our inclement win- 
ters, but even if it did, no argument can be derived 
from that fact for not erecting one at so eligible a 
port as Philadelphia. 
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Gentlemer may talk of the state of the public 
treasury, and che large sums that have been appro- 
priated during this session; but, sir, whatever is 
useful to the nation ought to command preference 
over what is unnecessary. It isa false economy 
to deny funds to the national defence. I reject the 
plea of a sordid economy towards our patriouc and 
fame-achieving navy. The true economy of a na- 
tion was, to guard itself, by timely preparation at 
every point from foreign aggression. All other econ- 
omy was prodigal waste and wanton extravagance. 
The American people (continued Mr. L.) love 
with passion and cherish with enthusiasm this bril- 
liant and colossal arm of our national defence. Let 
us fulfil their wishes, by a liberal legislauon. If 
economy is an object, select Philadelphia as a depot. 
Where can you build or repair cheaper or better? 
If safety is an object, what locality is more secure? 
if the treasury be poor, save money by erecting a 
dry-dock at Philadelphia, that shall give employ- 
ment to our honest, expert, and skilful mechanics, 
and security to our enterprising and honorable mer- 
chants, who ask for a competent navy and a dry- 
dock to give it elliciency and power—not for them- 
selves, but for the whole nation; forthe South, the 
West, and every other point of the Republic, as 
well to defend the planter in the valley of the Mis- 
sissippl as the emigrant to Oregon and California, 
The usefulness of every measure adapted to the 
national defence, or connected with any system 
identical with the public safety, rebukes the idea 
of temporary expedients, as well as a sordid econ- 
omy. 
thing connected with the naval armament ought to 
be constructed on a basis of solid, broad, and com- 
prehensive utility, ‘The time has passed when the 
American Republic can be satisfied with defective 
systems, or feel secure under inadequate or tem- 
porary provisions for the complete supply and 
renovation of our ships of war. We have grown 
in magnitude asa nation, till Europe will not suffer 
us to remain deficient m any of the materials of 
self-defence, even if we felt disposed to slumber on 
a bed of down. Not ouly are we of vast dimen- 
sions, of huge bulk, and expanding frame, but we 
already make pretensions to unbounded dominions, 
exceeding those of any potentate of the Old World. 
As Europe beholds us, so let us learn to look upon 
ourselves, that we may be prepared to meet the 





Asa branch of the national defence, every- | 


emergencies to which her own peculiar views may | 


give rise. Wisdom suggested the adoption of every 
lesson that would teach us to do justice to our- 
selves. A sordid, contracted, and mercenary 
policy in relation to our naval defences was not 
compatible with our present position or our future 
prospects. 


statesmanship demanded permanent 
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' there be carried on. 


ments, corresponding with our national character | 


and position. We had passed the time when we 
could say our present navy was sufficient. 
had passed the time when we could affix limits to 
our ships of war, our dock-yards, our navy-yards, 
or our dry-docks. 


We had passed the time when | 


we could affix limits to our own boundaries, or | 
our Own power, or our own wants. Expanding on | 


all sides—breaking down the barriers of nature— 


|| At the time of our difficulties with England about 


We | 


leaping over mountains and penetrating deserts, we | 


required establishinents of corresponding vastness 
and capacity. Not that he was willing to advo- 
cate any vast establishment, or any gigantic scheme 
of defence for the country. The measure before 
the House might well dispense with any allusion 
to our growing greatness, were it not so closely 
associated with that branch of the national defence 


that had done so much to augment its power. He | 
alluded to the navy; everything connected with | 
which swells into importance, while it appealed to | 


our pride, our patriotism, and our love of country; 
the navy at once the source of power and the 
guaranty of freedom. The cradle of the navy 
(said Mr. L.) is the dock-yard. Its parents are 
the hardy and ingenious mechanics, who construct, 
nurse, and rear it. It is created by their labor. 
It is renovated by their labor. Our brave tars 
achieve the victory in battle. Our shipwrights 
earn their share of glory on a field equally entitled 


to the meed of praise, though it be a field of labor. | 


Industry and mechanical skill were the noblest at- 
tributes of a nation; and when he said that Phila- 


delphia workmen might challenge the country for | 
their equals, both in respect to workmanship, | 
Query and economy, he only expressed what | 


the « 
facts recorded and acknowledged. 


ocuments of the department would verify by | 


We had arrived at an age when lofty || 
establish- | 


| so important and indispensable, | 








! 

In reply to an inquiry, Mr. L. said that he had | 
no objection to the sectional dock, which combined || 
all the advantages of the floating structure with a 
permanent stone dock. All he asked, however, 
was a dry-dock for the Philadelphia navy-yard, 
and he felt assured that a majority of Congress || 
was inclined to do justice to that long-neglected 
station. 

Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine, moved to amend the | 
amendment of Mr. Levin, by adding after the 
word ** Pensacola’? the word ** Kittery,’’ so as to 
appropriate two hundred thousand dollars for a 
dry-dock in the navy yard of Kittery. Mr, H. 
described the position of the navy-yard as lying 
on the northéast side of Portsmouth harbor, and 
seemed to complain that the Committee on Com- 
merce, while reporting in favor of a dry-dock at 
Philadelphia, had neglected that at Maine, 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the Committee on 
Commerce, explained, and stated the reason to be 
that, in their opinion, the whole subject belonged 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN went on to state the advantages 
of the navy-yard at Kittery, especially on the great 
cheapness with which naval construction could 

It was at least twenty per 
cent. less, and in some cases fifty per cent. Ne 
expatiated on the excellence of the harbor, and the 
importance of that port as a place of refuge for 
our fleet when on the northern coasts of the United 
States, 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH pleaded the cause of 
Pensacola with great zeal, insisting on the impor- 
tance of having a dry-dock there for the repur of 
our ships-of-war. He declined deciding between 
the comparative merits of the different sorts of 
docks, but wished that subject disposed of by a 
board of commissioners, to consist in part of naval 
officers and in part of civil engineers. Mr. Bb. 
made a very animated speech in support of his 
amendment, setting forth, with much earnestness, 
the necessity of having some place at which our 
ships of war might be repaired. At present there 
was no such point south of Norfolk. Should any 
accident happen to our fleet while in the Gulf, it 
could not be repaired without going all the way 
round to Norfolk. ‘This had happened in the case 
of the frigate Potomac, which was towed round, 
in a disabled condition, by the steamer Princeton, 
at the imminent risk both of vessel and crew. | 
Should we be engaged in a war with Great Britain 


| the importance of such a place for repairs would be 


still more felt. 

There was a vast amount of our commerce 
which left the port of New Orleans, and passed 
along the coast of Florida. This might all be in- 
tercepted by a hostile fleet, for the real mouth of | 
the Mississippi was at the entrance of the Gulf. 


the trial of McLeod, when the peace of the coun- 
try depended on the breath of twelve men, the 
British were in a state of preparation with ships 
and steamers, and suitable depots of coal and naval 
stores, to possess themselves of this entrance, 
Nor could a fleet of ours operate in the Gulf, if the 
slightest accident should happen to them by storms, || 
uniess there was a place of refuge ready, in which 
they could refit. He trusted we should never be 
caught in such circumstances again. We were 
now getting possession of the coasts of the Gulf, 
and it would soon become a close sea. He trusted 
the Government would not refuse this appropria- | 
tion of $200,000 for the commencement of a work | 


Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING supported all 
the amendments, but dwelt especially on the neces- 
sity of a dry-dock at Pensacola. We had now a 
squadron in the Gulf, and if any casualty should 
overtake them, they would be in imminent danger 
of being lost, for want of a place to refit and the 
means of repair. 

The committee then rose, 

Afier the committee had risen— 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, to which was referred the amendments | 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
the Indian department for the year ending 30th 
June, 1847, reported a recommendation to concur | 
in some and non-concur in others of the said | 
amendments. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, report- | 
ed the following joint resolution: | 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the |! 





LOBE. 


| the command of General Taylor, to be settled on just and 
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Secretary of War be and be is hereby authorized anq re 
quired wo refund, out of the appropriation made by the oo. 
providing for the prosecution of the war between tije United 


|| States and the Republic of Mexico, approved 13th y, 


1846, to the Governors of the several States called upon by 
General Taylor and General Gaines for volunteers 4, i 
militia, and also to individuals, the amount of the exp — 
incurred by said States and individuals in fitting oy, ar i 
preparing said volunteers or militia to join the army under 
equitable principles: Provided, That nothing herein ¢,,, 

tained shall be construed to sanction or approve the ox, 
duct of General E. P. Gaines in calling upon the Exeeyry, 
of any of the States for volunteers or militia, or in | Vir 
or raising troops, or mustering Or receiving them into q), 
service of the United States, or the appointnent of oii ere 
therefor, without authority of law. ; 


The resolution having been read— 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved ay 
adjournment, which was lost. 

Mr. McKAY explained the necessity for speedy 
action on the resolution, and asked that it be placed 


| on its passage. 


Mr. RATHBUN said the resolution, althoye) 
it made no appropriation, yet it was in the natur 
of an appropriation, as it contained a provision {yy 
an expenditure of public money not before antho- 


rized; he therefore contended that it must neces. 


sarily, under the rule, go to the Committee of t}y 


| Whole House. 


The SPEAKER said the resolution did not, jy 
his opinion, come under the rule of commitmen: 


_ it provided only for the payment of certain expen. 


ses out of a fund already appropriated. 

An adjurnment was here moved by Mr. STE. 
PHENS, and lost. 

The previous question was moved and seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

And it was put, that is, that the resolution le 
engrossed and read a third time ? 

And passed in the affirmative. 

The resolution was then immediately read ¢! 
third time; and the previous question was ag 
moved and seconded, and the main question was 
ordered. 

The main question was, that the resolution ¢ 
pass ? 

On this, Mr. RATHBUN asked the yeas au! 
nays. ‘They were refused. 

And the question was put on the passage of t) 
resolution, and passed in the affirmative. 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 12, 1846. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a le: 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy, in answer | 
a resolution of the 9th instant, enclosing porti 


| of correspondence with Commodore Lawré 


Kearny, in relation to a dry-dock at the Pensa- 
cola navy-yard; which was laid on the table, aud 


_ ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the General Lan! 


| Office, in answer to a resolution of the Senate, call- 


ing for further information in relation to the H 


| mas land claim; which was laid on the table. 


Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation 
for the widow and children of the late Judge Ran- 


| dall; which was referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 

Mr. UPHAM presented the petition of John 
McCloud, asking a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of L. 
Taliaferro, praying an appropriation to satisfy a 
judgment obtained against him, on account of 


| whiskey, seized by him as United States Indian 


agent; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Indian Affairs. 


Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of E. P. 


_Calkin & Co., merchants at Galveston, praying 


indemnity for goods alleged to have been illegally 


|| seized by the collector of that port; which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. H. also presented the petitions of John Pe- 


_derson and Charles Black, praying indemnity for 
| the illegal seizure and detention, by an officer o! 


the United States, of the schooners “ Creole”’ and 
*“ Ann M. Briggs;” which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. H. also presented documents in relation to 
the claim of Martin & Cobb and Lewis & Co.; 


which were referred to the same committee. _ 
Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution; 
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which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
aczree€ d to: 

“Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to pay in equal portions to Elizabeth 
Sanders, Mary Ann Sanders, and Ellen Sanders, 
sisters of Lewis Sanders, deceased, late an assist- 
ant messenger, the sum of one hundred and fifty 
dollars to defray funeral expenses, and the balance 
of pay of the said Lewis Sanders from the time of 
jis death to the close of the present session of 
Congress; and also the additional _ compensation 
usually allowed, for his strict and faithful attention 
to the duties of his office. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolution ; 
which lies over under the rule: ; 

Resolved, That the 40th rule for conducting busi- 
ness in the Senate, and which requires the Senate 
to close its doors when transactiug executive busi- 
ness, be rescinded; and that the Senate shall here- 
after sit with open doors, when transacting all 
business. 
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printed, 
The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Phillips was 


| read a second time, considered as in committee of 
| the whole, reported, without amendment, and or- 


dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
By unanimous consent the bill was then read a 
third time and passed. 


The bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton was | 


read a second time, considered as in committee of 


the whole, reported without amendment, and or- | 


dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The bill giving the assent of Congress to a 


| change of the compact entered into between the 


United States and the State of Arkansas, on her 
admission into the Union, was read a second time, 


| aid considered as in committee of the whole, when 


_Mr. ASHLEY explained that its object was 
simply to enable the State of Arkansas to appro- 
priate the proceeds of certain land granted for the 


| musutution of a University in that State for the pur- 


Mr. MANGUM, pursuant to notice, asked and | 


obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution for 
the relief of William H. Thomas; which was read 
twice, and placed upon the general orders without 
a reference, the subject having been heretofore con- 
sidered and reported upon. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Terri- 
tories, reported without amendment the (House) 
hill to authorize the constituted authorities of the 


county of Polk, in the Territory of lowa, to enter || 


a quarter section of land for a seat of justice. 
GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate considered the adverse report of the 
Committee on Finance upon the petition of C, A. 
Ware; which was concurred in. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Rusk, was considered, and agreed to: 

“Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
he instructed to inquire into the propriety of estab- 
lishing an additional judicial district in the State of 


Texas, and fixing the times and places of holding | 


the district courts of the United States in said || after amendment, was reported back to the Senate. 


| ‘The Senate concurred in the amendment, and the 


State. 


The Senate considered the adverse report of the 


Committee on Pensions on the petition of Smith | 


Cram; which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate considered the report of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations upon t 
the brig General Armstrong, and the whole subject 
was referred to the Secretary of State, with instruc- 
ions to take the necessary steps to bring the mat- 
teragain before the Government of Portugal. 

The Senate considered the adverse report of the 


Committee of Claims on the petition of William | 


L. Foster; which was concurred in. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
“bill for the relief of Elijah White;”? and no 
amendments being offered thereto, the question 


was put upon ordering it to be engrossed and read | 


a third time. 

Mr. JARNAGIN asked for the yeas and nays; 
sien being ordered and called, resulted as fol- 
UWS: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, 


Dix, Hannegav, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Penny- | 
bocker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, and Tur- | 


ney—22, 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Thomas Clayton, John | 


M. Clayton, Colquitt, Corwin, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, 
Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Jenness, Johnson 
“ Maryland, McDuttie, Mangum, Miller, Niles, Pearce, 
Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Westcott, and Woodbridge—25. 


So the bill was rejected. 
_Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, asked the con- 


sideration of the joint resolution in relation to the | 


Houmas land grants; which was not agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. McDUFF'IE, the communi- 
cation from the General Land Office, received this 


orning, in relation to the Houmas land grants, 
was ordered to be printed. 


[Several messages in writing were received from 
~ freee of the United States, by Mr. N. P. 
rist, 
2 A message from the President of the United 
“tates, transmitting official reports received at the 


Var Department from the officer commanding the | 


army on the Mexican frontier, giving a detailed re 
port of the operations of the army in that quarter, 
and particularly of the recent engagements between 


the Mexican and American forces, was read, and, 


1e claim of the owners of | 


poses of common school education, 

The bill being reported to the Senate without 
amendment, was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

[A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House do 


| recede from certain amendments to the bill supple- 


mental to the Mexican war bill, and insist on oth- 


| ers, the particulars of which are to be found in the 


House proceedings. Also, that the Llouse had 


passed a joint resolution to refund to the Gover- | 


nors of the several States, called upon by Generals 
Scott and Gaines for volunteers, the expenses in- 


| curred in fitting out and preparing said volunteers 


for service. } 
The bill tor the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co. 


| and others was read a second time, considered in 
| committee of the whole, and no amendmenent being 





submitted, it was reported back to the Senate, and 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
The joint resolution for the relief of Orlando Salt- 
marsh and William Fuller, was read a second time, 
and considered as in committee of the whole, and, 


bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

A bill providing for the purchase and distribu- 
tion of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States among the several States and Terri- 
tories, was read a second time, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. 

No amendment being submitted to the bill, it was 


| reported back to the Senate. 





Mr. BENTON objected to the purchase, by 
Congress, of books for distribution. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted a few remarks in favor 
of the bill, explaining its object, and showing that 
thirteen States of the Union had instructed or re- 
quested their Senators to vote for it—to wit: the 


| States of Tennessee, Kentucky, Illinois, New Jer- 


sey, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 


|| Connecticut, Rhode Island, Delaware, Ohio, and 
| Florida. 


After some further conversation between Sena- 
tors DIX and BENTON, 


Mr. ALLEN moved that the bill be laid upon | 


the table, signifying his desire to discuss the ques- 
tion, but gave way to 


Mr. BERRIEN, who moved that the Senate pro- | 


ceed to the consideration of Executive business; 
which motion was agreed to. 

The Senate then went into Executive session, and 
after some time spent therein, the doors were open- 
ed, and the Senate adjourned till Monday. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 12, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 
The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 


ness of the morning hour to be the resolution here- | 


tofore reported by Mr. Gorpon, from the select 
committee on the subject of the distribution of the 
tenth volume of the laws of the United States. 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. McKAY rose to submit a motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of re- 


| suming the consideration of the naval appropriation 


bill. it was very desirable, he said, that the bill 
should be acted upon immediately. 


| the means of providing him with such a train. 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_on motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, it was ordered to be 


And he would take this occasion to say that he 
proposed next week (perhaps on Monday) to call 
up for consideration the bill that had been reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, pro- 
viding for a change of the law of 1842, commonly 
called the tariff. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. DANIEL hoped, he said, that as the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. McKay] had been 
indulged in a few remarks, the same privilege 
would be extended to him, so far as to allow him 
to say that if the motion to go into committee 
should not prevail, he should feel it to be his duty 
to move that the House proceed to the considera- 
tion of the private calendar, which was the regular 
business of the day. : 


A PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


The question was about to be taken on the mo- 
tion of Mr. McKay, when 

Mr. HARALSON rose and asked leave to make 
a personal explanation. 

Leave having been granted, 

Mr. HARALSON said he felt himself most re- 
luctantly called upon to make an explanation per- 
sonal to himself and to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, in consequence of an article which ap- 
peared in the * Union” of yesterday morning un- 
der its editorial head. In commenting on the letter 
of General Taylor of the 18th May, in which an 
account is given of the loss of Lieutenant Stephens, 
while attempting to swim the Rio Grande with his 
squadron, and on the great advantages which were 
lost to General Taylor in improving the results of 
his victory for the want of a ponton train, the edi- 
tor makes use of the language which I will request 
the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read the following: 


* Tt will be seen from the letter of General Taylor of the 
Ikth of May, published above, that it was very unfortunate 
that he was not supplied with a ponton train, which would 
have enabled him to pursue the enemy across the Rio 
Grande, and greatly improve the results of his vietory. Hav- 
ing made inquiry upon the subject, we have ascertained that 
it was a source of no less regret to the War Department than 
to General Taylor, that it possessed neither the power nor 
Its great 
usefulness and importance in military operations has, we 
understand, been long known to the department, and va 
rious efforts have been made to induce Congress to make 
provision for it. The Secretary of War, in his last annual 
report, strongly recommended the measure, as will be seen 
from the following extract: 

“ «The propriety of organizing a corps, moderate in point 
‘of numbers, of miners, sappers, and pontoniers, has here- 
‘tofore been often presented to the consideration of Con- 
‘gress. The reasons for such a corps are becoming more 
‘evident and urgent, in conse quence of the military oeeu- 
‘pation of Texas. The commanding general there has re- 
‘quested to be furnished with a ponton train, deeming it 
‘very essential to the movement of the army in that coun- 
‘try. In many parts of it, the materials for constructing 
‘ bridges are not to be obtained. When that is the case, the 
‘movements ofan army would be impeded or arrested by 
‘the considerable streams traversing its line of operations, 


| Sunless it was supplied with the necessary equipage for 


‘crossing them, and atiended by a corps instructed in the 
fuse of this equipage. The name by which this corps is 
‘usually designated—that of sappers and miners—is apt to 
‘mislead the judgment as to the nature of its duties, and 
‘consequently as to its usefulness and adaptation to our 
‘service. The services required of it in attacks upon forti- 
‘fied places constitute but a small portion of its appropriate 
‘duties. This subject is fully and ably discussed in the 
‘report of the chief engineer, herewith submitted. The ree- 
‘ommendation in its favor is sustained by strong argumenta 
‘and the highest military authority, and I trust will procure 
‘for it the favorable action of Congress. This corps need 
‘not be numerous—one hundred enlisted men being deemed 


| * sufficient; and, if placed under the command of the pres- 
| “ent engineer officers, it would not be expensive.’ ” 


“This recommendation was followed up by earnest and 
repeated efforts by the department to induce its sanction by 
Congress; and the Secretary of War no less than three 
times, in the early part of the session, addressed the appro- 
priate committee on the subject, urging the importance of 
this measure, and reminding them that the general comm- 
manding the army in Texas had called for this essential 
equipment to his military operations.” 


Now, Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. H.) it is not 
known certainly that by the term “appropriate 
committee’? the Committee on Military Affairs of 
this House was meant, or that any censure was in- 


| tended against that committee; but the im, tication 


is so strong, since the subject had been before that 
committee, as to leave them no alternative ‘ut to 
make a public correction of it. While they do not 
object that a just compliment should be paid to the 
Secretary of War, and would willingly concede, 
themselves, to that officer that he has discha 


_his duties faithfully and pees? on this subject, 
1 


they are unwilling that it should be done at their 
expense; and it is due to them that the whole facts 


‘in relation to their action on the subject should be 
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known, and they have directed me to state that 
which [ shall now detail to the House, that within 
less than two weeks after the report of the Secre- 
tary of War was printed and laid on our tables, 
the bill on this subject was promptly reported to 
the House. On the 19th of December, the subject 
was referred to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Burt,) which was before the printed mes- 
sage of the President and the accompanying docu- 
ments had reached this House. On the &th of Jan- 
uary, the bill, having been reported to this House 
from the Senate, and referred to the committee on 
Military Affairs, was promptly acted on by that 
committee, and by the gentleman from Seuth Caro- 
lina reported lo the House for its action, and re- 
peated efforts were made by the eentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Baiwkenuorr,) the gentleman from 
South Carolina, [Mr. Benr,| ws well as myseif, 
(as will be recollected by the House,) to have the 
action of the House upon that measure. Its im- 
portance was flt no more by the Secretary of War 
than by the committee themselves; and perhaps it 
is due to the committee to state that itis not within 
their recollection that they ‘*were addressed no 
less than three times in the early part of the ses- 
xion on the subject, urging the unportance of this 
measure, and reminding them that the general com- 
manding the army in Texas had called for this es- 
sential equipme nt of his operations,” as specified 
in the article read by the Clerk. They have in that 
matter—as I trust will be awarded to them in every 
other matter—promptly discharged their duties to 
the country, sometimes anticipating the probable 
reference of subjects, and acting upon them before 
they were moved in the House—imeeting some- 
times every morning for a week together. 

It was not the object of the committee to reflect 
upon the Secretary of War or Colonel Totten; on 
the contrary, they took pleasure in bearing witness 
that they had faithfully discharged their duty 
on the subject; but while this had been done, 
under this editorial it was implied at least that 
there was a lack of promptness on the part of the 
Committee on Military Affairs; and it was due to 
them to correct any such impression, and that it 


should be known that they had discharged their 


duties faithfully to the country. A like bill had 


also been reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs of the last Congress. 


The question now recurring on the motion of 


Mr. McKayv— 

Mr. PRESTON KING demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, were 
yeas 82, nays 83. 

So the House refused to go into committee. 

Mr. T. B. KING, by leave, from the Commit 
tee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill to authorize 
and require the Secretary of the Navy to enter into 
certain contracts for the transportation of the Uni- 
ted States mail in ocean steamers, accompanied by 
a report in writing; which bill was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. DANIEL moved that the House proceed 
10 the consideration of the private delish. but 
waived the motion to enable 

Mr. HARALSON to ask that the supplemental 
war bill, which had been returned from the Senate 
with certain amendments, be taken up; and 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON w ask the disposi- 
tion of bills from the Senate, now on the Speaker’s 
table. 

By unanimous consent, the resolution to correct 
a clerical error in the act approved June 6, 1846, 
for the relief of George Duval, a Cherokee Indian, 
was read a third time and passed. 


SUPPLEMENTAL WAR BILL. 


The House, by general consent, proceeded to 
the consideration of the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill entitled ** An act providing for the pros- 
ecution of the existing war between the United 
Stutes and the Republic of Mexico,”’ and for other 
purposes. 

The House receded from such of its amend- 
ments as are not herein particularly referred to. 

he question being on concurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate striking out the following pro- 
viso: 

Provided, That when the war with Mexico shall termi- 
nate, the number of major generals in the army shall be re- 
duced to one, and the number of brigadier generals shall 
be reduced to two; and the President of the United States 
is authorized and directed to seleet from the whole number 
which inay then be in office, without regard to the date of 


Uielr Commissions, the number to be retained, and cause 


the remainder to be discharged from the service of the Uni- 
ted States. 


Mr. HAMLIN moved that the House insist on 


its amendment. 
Mr. HARALSON moved that the House recede. 


Mr. HAMLIN briefly explained his reasons for 
the vote he would give. He was willing to vote 
any force that the public exigencies might require; 
but he wished that the same bill that created that 
force should provide for its dismissal whenever the 
emergency that called it into existence should have 

assed away. 

Mr. McCLERNAND demanded the previous 


question, 

There was a second, and the main question (on 
receding) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. ViIBBATTS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Stephen Adams, Arnold, Ashmun, Bar- 
ringer, Bedinger, Bell, James A. Black, Brockenbrough, 
srodhead, Milton Brown, Burt, William W. Campbell, Joun 
G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, 
Dargan, Darragh, Delano, Dockery, Dromgoole, John H. 
Ewing, Edwina H. Ewing, Foot, Giles, Graham, Hampton, 
Haralson, Harper, Herries, BE. B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, 
John W. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Kaufinan, D. P. King, Leake, Leib, Lewis, Long, 
James MeDoweil, McGaughey, McHenry, MeLlvaine, Mars, 
Bb. Martin, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Pillsbury, Pollock, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, Jutius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Runk, 
Schenck, Seaman, Seddou, Severance, Simpson, A. Smith, 
C. B. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, Strohm, Thomasson, Benj. 
Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, ‘Towns, Trumbo, Vanec, 
Vinton, Wick, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, Yaneey, and 
Young—™4. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Atkinson, Benton, 
Biggs, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Wiliam G. Brown, 
Buttington, John H. Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, 
Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Caliom, Cummins, Cunningham, 
Daniel, De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erd- 
man, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giddings, Gordon, 
Hamlin, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins,Hough, George 3. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Sea- 
born Jones, Kennedy, P. King, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, 
MeCielland, MeClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph J. 
McDowell, MeKay, J. P. Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Reid, 
Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Alexander D. Sins, Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, 


Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Sykes, James Thompson, | 


Tibbatts, Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Williains, 
Wood, Woodworth, and Yost—. 

So the House refused to recede, 

And determined to insist on its amendment. 

The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ment of the Senate, striking out the following pro- 
viso: 

“Spec. 15. dnd be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passage of this act, no officer in the army of the United 
States, not actually engaged in prosecuting or aiding in ear- 
rying On hostilities against the public enemy, shall be en- 
titled to receive more than eight rations per day, or commu- 
tation theretor.”’ 

Mr. GORDON moved that the House insist on 
its amendment; and demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved that the House recede. | 


Mr. THOMAS SMITH asked the yeas and 
nays on the latter motion; which were ordere¢, 
and, being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adaims, Stephen Adams, Ar- | 


nold, Ashmun, Bayly, Bell, Biggs, Buffington, Burt, William 
W. Campbell, Jolin H. Campbell, Joon G. Chapman, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dargan, Darragh, Jefferson 
Davis, Dockery, Dromgoole, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. 
Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Graham, Hampton, Haralson, Harper, 
Isaac E, Holmes, John W. Houston, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Thomas B. King, Leake, 
Leib, Lewis, Long, MeCrate James McDowell, MeGaughey, 
McHenry, Melivaine, McKay, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Ow- 
en, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Runk, Seaman, Seddon, Caleb B. Smith, Stan- 
ton, Stewart, Strohm, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, 
Jacob ‘Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Trumbo, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodworth, Wright, Yancey, and Young 
—ibh, 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, James 
Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Doug- 
lass, Edsall, Erdman, Faran, Fieklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Gordon, Hamlin, Harmanson, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hun- 
gerford, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kennedy, P. King, Lumpkin, 
Maclay, McClean, MeClelland, McClernand, McConnell, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, 
Norris, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, 
Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander 
D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, James Thompson, 
Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wood- 
worth, and Yost—90. 


So the House refused to recede. 
And determined to insist. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
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The House also insisted on the following amend. 
ment: 

“Sec. 16. Ind be it further enacted, That when any ofc, 
of the army shall make a requisition upon the Exeentiy, of 
any State for militia or volunteers, to be employed in the 
service of the United States, it shall be the duty of the on 
cer to communicate to the said Executive a copy of so much 
of his instructions as contain the authority under which hie 
acts, and all ealls otherwise made shall be disregarded,» 


The question then recurred on the motion of M,; 
DaNiEL. 

THE SECRET SERVICE FUND. 

Mr. SCHENCK rose, he said, to a question of 
privilege. 

Mr. 8., from the select committee, heretofoy; 
apointed under the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five me. 
bers be appointed to inquire how the seal of cop. 
fidence imposed by law, heretofore uniformly pre- 
served, in relation to the expenditure of said secret 
fund, has come to be broken, and how the said 
Cuarzes J. Incersoun has obtained the informa- 
tion which he has communicated to this Hous 
and to the public, and through whose agency such 
information has been procured, whether by the 
act of said Incersouy himself, or by any officer of 
any department of this Government; and that the 
said committee have power to send for persons and 
papers, and that they report to this House as soon 
as practicable the result of their investigation— 

Rose to present, under the unanimous instruc- 
tions of the committee, a report. 

Mr. HOPKINS suggested that, as the member 
concerned in the report [Mr. C. J. Incersor1} 
was absent, it would be better to defer its presenta 
tion for a few days. That gentleman, Mr. H 
understood, had been called home by a family af- 
fliction, and had left the city last evening. 

Mr. DOBBIN said that the gentleman who was 
referred to in the report knew that it would proba- 
bly come in; and he (Mr. D.) was sure that the 
gentleman had no objection to its being presented 
and printed. 


Mr. SCHENCK presented the, report, and 


|| called for the reading of the resolution with which 


it concluded. 

Mr. BRODHEAD ealled for the reading of th: 
report. 

The resolution was read, 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL repeated the cal! 
of Mr. Bropueap for the reading of the report. 

The report and resolution were then read, viz: 

The select committee, appointed to inquire as to the vio 
lation of “*the seal of confidence”? of the State Departinent, 
and how information was obtained by Cuarcves J. Incer 


souL from secret papers and accounts in that department 
which the President had declined to communicate to this 


| House in answer to a resolution and request of the House, 


REPORT: 
That immediately after their appointment they proceeded 
to make the investigation required by the order of the House, 


| and have been assiduously engaged ever since in the dis 


| charge of the duty assigned them. 


They have applied to 
all supposed proper sourees of information, and have exau 
ined all the witnesses who were likely to be able to throw 
any light upon the subject of their inquiry; ar’ the result of 
their laburs has heen a mass of testimony, which they now 
produce to the House. 

After much consideration the committee have concluded 
to present the evidence which they have collected, without 
any expression of their opinion in regard to what is es 
tablished by it. Whatever might properly be said by the 
committee would but consist of conclusions and inferences, 
to be drawn from the proof itself, and which can as weil be 
deduced, from the facts as they appear, by the House as by 
the committee; and they have deemed it most proper, there 
fore, under all the circumstances, to forbear any comment 
whatever, and to leave the Honse, after considering w/iat 
has been elicited by the examination, to take such order and 
action in the premises as the case and the occasion may 
seem to require. The committee present herewith the tull 
record of their proceedings, and of all the testimony, asking 
that the same be printed for the use and information ot the 
House. And inasmuch as some portion of the proof con 
nects and implicates one or more of the subordinate officers 
of the State Department with Mr. INGERSOLL in his means 
and the manner of procuring access to secret papers of that 
department, the committee also propose that the result of 
their investigation be communicated to the proper execuuv’ 
heads. They recommend the adoption of the following res 
olution: ; 

Resolved, That the report and record of proceedings 0 
the committee, and all the testimony, be printed for the use 
of the House; thut the Speaker be directed to furnish copies 


| ef the document, when printed, to the President of the 


United States, and to the Secretary of State; and that the 


| committee be now discharged from further consideration ° 


| the subject. 


ROBT. C. SCHENCK, 
J. C. DOBBIN, 

A. R. McILVAINE, _ 
FRED. P. STANTON, 
JOHN A, ROCKWELL. 


Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON moved that the whole 


| subject be laid on the table. 
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“wr. K ENNEDY said, that before he voted for 
the printing, he should wish to hear the evidence 
ao 
a HOUSTON withdrew that part of his mo- 
tion which provided for the re 

Mr. STEWART renewed it. 

Mr. THURMAN suggested that this matter 
should be suffered to lie over until Mr. INGERSOLL’s 
return. s 

But the suggestion was not acceded to. 

The question was then taken on the first part of 
the motron, 

And the whole subject was laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the printing, 

Mr. KENNEDY submitted whether it was not 
his rizht, before voting, to have the testimony read. 
~The reply of the Speaker was not heard; but the 
evidence was not read. 

The question was then taken, and the papers were 
ordered to be printed. 

The question again recurred on the motion of Mr. 
DANIELS 
But Mr. WINTHROP having claimed the floor, 
The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution heretofore reported by Mr. Gorpon, 
from the Select Committee on the subject of the 
distribution of the tenth volume of the Laws of the 

United States. 

Mr. WINTHROP concluded his remarks in op- 
nosition to the resolution. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD demanded the previous 
guestion; but withdrew it, after some conversation. 

Mr. BOWLIN opposed the resolution in every 
shape and form. Mr. B. yielded for explanation 
to Messrs. GORDON and BELL. 

Mr. BELL spoke in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. HUDSON made some explanation, (yield- | 
ing to Messrs. WINTHROP and E. H. EWING, | 
for inquiry and explanation.) 

Mr. GEORGE 8. HOUSTON spoke in opposi- | 
tion to the resolution, and had not concluded when 
the Speaker announced the expiration of the morn- 
ing hour. 

A message in writing was received from the Pres- 
ident of the United States. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

The question now recurred on the motion of Mr. | 
Daniet that the House proceed to the considera- 
uon of the private calendar. 


Mr. McCLERNAND rose, and moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and gave notice that if 
the motion carried, he would move in committee 
to take up House bill, No. 9, “ to reduce and grad- | 
uate the price of the public lands to actual settlers | 
and cultivators.” 

Mr. McC. said this bill had been reported at an 
early period of the session in conformity with the 
recommendations of the President in his Message, | 
and of the Secretary of the Treasury, and of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office in their 
reports. He hoped it had been framed in a spirit 
of conciliation and compromise which would rec- 
ommend it to general favor. The measure was a 
very Important one, affecting the revenues of the 
Government, the settlement and development of 
the public lands, and the just expectations of the 
great class of agriculturists. He hoped the House 
would sustain the motion. 

Mr. DANIEL submitted that his motion was | 
entitled to priority. 

The chair was occupied pro tem. by Mr. Hop- 
kins, who decided that though the motion of Mr. 
DanteL was pending at the time Mr. McCLernanp 
made his motion, yet that the latter, being a mo- 


-_ to suspend the rules, had precedence over the 
ormer. 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the motion to go into committee; and, being taken, 
Wwere—yeas 78, nays 90. 

So the House refused to go into committee. 


Mr. W. HUNT made an ineffectual motion to 
suspend the rules, for the purpose of enabling him | 
to introduce a joint resolution authorizing the pre- 
sentation of a silver medal to the soldiers under the 
command of General Taylor in the recent engage- | 
ments with the Mexicans. 


THE ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 





Mr. STEWART moved a suspension of the || 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
Congress assembled, That the President ef the Senate and 
Speaker of the House of Representitives de adjourn their 
respective Houses sine die en the 29th day of July, at two 
o'clock. 

Mr. S. asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. J.P. MARTIN gave notice of his intention, 
should the resolution be received, to offer an amend- 
ment providing that Congress should adjourn when- 
ever the tariff bill had been acted wpon, 

Mr. STEWART asked the yeas and nays on 
his motion, which were ordered, and being taken, 


| resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, Stephen Adams, Arnold, 
Barringer, Bell, James Black, Brodhead, Milton Brown, 
William G. Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, 
Catheart, John G. Chapman, Clarke, Cocke, Cranston, 
Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Darragh, Dockery, Edsall, Prd 
man, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Fos 
ter, Giddings, Giles, Graham, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, 
Henley, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Sam- 
uel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungertord, Washington Hunt, 
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, D. PL King, 
Thomas Butler King, Lewis, Levin, Long, MeClean, Me 
Crate, McGaughey, McHenry, Melivaine, Miller, Moseley, 
Owen, Perry, Pollock, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, Schenek, 
Scaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Ste 
phens, Stewart, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, 


| "Thurman, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vinton, White, Wil 
| liams, Winthrop, Wright, and Young—s7. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Biggs, J. 


| A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhofl, Broekenbrough, Burt, 


Reuben Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Collin, Daniel, Jefferson 
Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Ells- 
worth, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Gordon, Harmanson, Hil 


| liard, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. 


Houston, E. W. Hubard, J. B. Hunt, George W. Jones, 
Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Leib, La Sere, Lump- 
kin, Maclay, MeClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, Joseph 
J. McDowell, James McDowell, MeKay, Marsh, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 


| Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, 
| Relfe, Roberts, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. 


Sims, Simpson, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. 
John, Strong, Sykes, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Went- 


|| worth, Wheaton, Woodward, Woodworth, Yancey, and 


Yost—2. 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


THE HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. COBB moved that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose of enabling him to submit a motion 
that hereafter the daily hour of meeting should be 
ten o’clock. 

Mr. C. asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered, and being taken, were—yeas 119, nays 47. 

So the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the House, 

Mr. COBB (accepting a suggestion from Mr. T. 
B. Kine) substituted nine for ten in the morning. 


Mr. COLLAMER moved to amend the modified 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. GILES and Mr. A. JOHNSON sent up 
amendments, which could not be received, but 
which were read for information. 

M. JOHNSON’S amendment was as follows: 


at ten o’clock, and that all motions to adjourn be- 
fore three o’clock, p. m., shall by the Speaker be 
decided out of order, and not entertained by him. 


That the President of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives do adjourn their 


proximo, 1846, at two o’clock, p. m. 


Mr. BOYD asked a division on Mr. Co.tamer’s 
amendment, which was ordered. 
After some conversation on points of order, 


The first branch of Mr. CoLLamer’s amendment 
was agreed to. 

The second branch was rejected. 

And the resolution thus amended, was adopted. 

So the House resolved to meet at ten o’clock. 


PAY OF SOLDIERS. 





rules to enable him to offer the following resolu- | 
uon, which was read for information: | 


j 
} 


of the United States, and of the volunteers and militia in 
the service of the United States in time of war. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


resolution so as to reinstate the hour of ten, and to | 
provide that the Speaker should adjourn the House 
| at three o’clock without motion. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved a suspension of | 
the rules to enable him to introduce the following | 
\| bill: 


|; A BILL. to increase the pay of the rank and file of the army 
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 


respective Houses sine die on the 20th day of July | 


The demand for the previous question was sec- || 
| onded, and the main question was ordered. 


of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 


Resolved, That this House meet every morning |, 


967 


from and after the day of the conmencement of hostilities 
in the existing war with Mexico, and until the close of said 
war, tre pay of the non-commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, in the regular army of the United States, and 
of volunteers and mihtia in the service of the United States, 
shall be two dollars per month in addition to the pay and al 
lowances at present alowed by law. 


Mr. B. asked the yeas and nays on his motion, 
which were refused. f 

And the question being taken, the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 

So the bill was not introduced. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the committee 
took up the message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, covering the correspondence of General 
Taylor in relation to the recent engagements on the 
Rio Grande. 

The papers were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the printing of five 
thousand extra copies; Lovit objection being made, 
Mr. D. withdrew his motion. 


she, 


MINERAL LANDS. 


Mr. WOODWORTH, on leave given, offered 
the following resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish this 
House with any report or reports in his possession 
of the agents superintending the mineral lands on 
Lake Superior, together with the accompanying 
map or maps, if any, showing the extent of terri- 
tory leased or lecated under the authority of that 
department. 


THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 


Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS made an ineffectual 
motion to suspend the rules, to enable him to offer 
the following joint resolution: 


Whereas the recent services rendered by the army of ocen- 
pation on the Rio Grande, especially in the battles of Palo 
Altoand Resaca de Palma, and inthe defence of Fort Brown, 
deserves the admiration and gratitude of the American peo- 

le— 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
That a gotd medal, commemorative of the battles of Paio 
Alto and Resaca de Palma, be presented to General Z. Tay- 
lor. « ommanding on those oeecasions. 

Resolved, That a bronze medal, to be formed out of the 
shells thrown against Fort Brown, and the field- pieces cap. 
tured in the battles before named, and designed to commetn- 
orate those events, be presented to cach of the officers, non 
commissioned officers, musicians, and privates engaged in 
either of those actions. 

Resolved, That a like medal be presented to the nearest 
relative of each officer or enlisted man killed in batile, or 
who has since died of the wounds thus received, on either 
of the occasions herein recited, 

Resolved, That a sword of honor be presented to each of 
the officers charged with the construction and defence of 
Fort Polk anterior to Sth May, 1846, and who was not en 
gaged in the defence of Fort Brown, or the battles of Palo 
Alto or Resaca de Palma. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


It was now three o’clock. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the private calendar. 

Buils of the following titles were read a third 
time and passed: 

A bill to authorize the agent for paying pensions 
at Cincinnati, to pay to John Wing any arrears of 
pension money due to Dorothy Terrell, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of N. and L. Dana and Com- 
pany. = 

A bill for the relief of Philip and Eliphelet 
Greely. 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Berri and John 


| M. Reese, 


A billfor the relief of John G. McCloud, of Linn 
county, Iowa. 

A bill to confirm an entry of land made oF the 
administrator of James Anderson, deceased, of 
| lowa Territory. 

The resolution for the relief of Shelden B. Hays 
came up on the question of concurrence in the 
amendment of the Committee of the Whole; 

And pending the question, 

The ree adjourned. 


es 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 13, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read, and (having 
been amended, on motion of Mr. DOBBIN, so as 








| to state the fact that the evidence accompanying Mr. 


Scuenck’s report was ordered to be printed, as 
well as the report itself) was approved. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the resolution heretofore reported by 
Mr. Gorpon, from the select committee on the 
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nubject of the distribution of the laws of the United 


Mr..<GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON was entitled to 


the floor. 


| 


Mr. McKAY asked him to yield it for the pur- 


pose of enabling him [Mr. McKay] to submit a 
motion that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. HOUSTON indicated his willingness to do | 


80; but the Speaker having stated that ifa member 
yielded his right, he did so unconditionally, 

Mr. HL. declined to yield, and added a few words 
to those submitted by him yesterday in Opposition 
to the resoluuon. 


Mr. H. then moved that the [louse resolve itself 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. W. HUNT inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er this was not a day set apart by the rules for the 
consideration of private bills. 

The SPEAKER said it was; but it was neverthe- 
less competent for the Ilouse, by a majority vote, 


to co into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. ‘The motion was always in order. 

Mr. HUNT asked the yeas aud HAYVS, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
low sm: 


Y EAS— Messrs. Stephen Adame, Atkinson, Bell, Biggs, 
James A. Black, Bowlhn, Boyd, Brinkerhotl, W. G. Brown, 
Burt, Join H. Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, 
Collin, Cullom, Dargan, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dromgoole, 
Duniap, Picklin, Giles, Gordon, Harnnanson, Hoge, Isaac FE. 
Holmes, Hopkins, George 8. Hou-ton, Ediwund W. Tabard, 
Hungerford, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn 
Jones, Preston King, Leake, La Sere, Levin, Lumphin, 
Maclay, MeClernand, MeConnell, Joseph J. MeDowell, 
MeKay, Barkley Martin, Moulton, Parrish, Payne, Perry, 
Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seaman, 
Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Rob 
ert Smith, Starkweather, St. Jolin, Jacob Thompson, Tred 
way, Wick, Wood, Woodward, Yanecy, and Young—-70. 

NAY S— Messrs. Ashmun, James Black, Milton Brown, 
John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, Crozier, 
Culver, Daniel, Darragh, De Mott, Edealll, Ellsworth, Erd 
man, J. H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Giddings, Hamlin, 
Hampton, Harper, John W. Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hud 
son, Washington Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, Thomas B. King, Lewis, Long, MeGaughey, Me- 
Henry, Melivaine, Marsh, Niven, Pendleton, Pollock, Ram 
sey, Rathbun, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Runk, 
Russell, Scammon, Schenck, Severance, Albert Sinith, Ca- 
leb B. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Strohm, Strong, Sykes, 
Thibodeaux, ‘Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, James 


Thompson, Trumbo, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, and | 


W illiams—t5 
THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hamutw 
of Maine in the chair.) and resumed the consider- 
ation of the bill making appropriations for the na- 
val service of the United States for the year ending 
on the 30th June, 1847, and of the amendments 
thereto pending, 

Mr. NORRIS said he would occupy the atten- 
tion of the committee buta very few minutes. Ee 
should not vo into an argument attempting to show 
what was well known to every member of the 
committee—that every navy-yard which is of suf- 
ficient national importance to be kept up for the 
purpose of construction and equipment of vessels 
of war should be furnished with the most effective 
means of overhauling and repairing them, especial- 
ly in time of war. 

It had been well observed that “ the very name 
of navy-yards, employed in this country, is in oth- 
er countries superseded by the term dock-yards, in- 
dicating not only that docks are the constant, but 
that they are the most important distinctive ap- 
pendages of those establishments.” This w as 
conclusively shown trom the single fact derived 
from our own naval statistics. These statistics 
show that since the organization of our navy, the 
cost of construction compared with that of repairs 
is as twelve to twenty. 

It seemed to him that a moment's reflection 
must convince every gentleman that in ime of war, 
at least, every naval stauon should be furnished 
with all the necessary means to make prompt and 
speedy repairs of our ships of war which may be 
crippled in action or otherwise rendered inefficient, 
in order to keep our naval force at all times as ef- 
ficient as possible. This position was so evident 
that no argument can add strength to it. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


offered by his friend from Maine [Mr. Hamu] to | 


make an appropriation for a dry-dock at Kittery, | 
Maine, in the harbor of Portsmouth. 

This proposition was one in which a large por- 
tion of his (Mr. N.’s) constituents felt a deep and | 
lively interest. That interest they have manifested | 
by sending here their memorial, signed by over 
twenty-six hundred citizens—some of them, in- 
deed, are citizens of Maine, but most of them of 
his own State—asking the establishment of a dry- 
dock at the Portsmouth station, and setting forth 
its advantages and importance. 

This navy-yard was one of the oldest in the 
United States, and from its lecation—being the 
most easterly point in the Union which has the 
proper advantages of a naval station—and from its 
superior natural advantages, was one of the most 
important and indispensable in the whole country 
in time of war, and es;ecially in a war with Great 
Britain. 

This navy-yard was situate on an island in Pis- 
eataqua river, embraced within the limits of the 
town of Kittery, in the State of Maine, and east of 
the main channel of the river which separates it 
from Portsmouth, New Hampshire. This insular 
position was considered of great importance, as 
affording at all times much security to the public 
property. "The station was a most excellent loca- 
tion, not only for the purposes of construction and 
equipment of vessels of war, but for repairs. Here, 
at all times, not only the materials for construction 
and repair are abundant, and of the very first qual- 
ity, but ship-builders, artisans, and mechanics of 
the first order ready and desirous of employ- 
ment. It was a fact that the labor of this station, 
though of equal quality at least, costs much less | 
than at either Boston, Brooklyn, or Norfolk. 

The following table would show the average 
price of labor at the Brooklyn, Boston, and Ports- | 
mouth navy-yards for the last four years: 

Brooklyn. Roston. Portsmouth. 
168. cs ssee0eh V0 1 73 7-10 $l 36) 
POUR. s viccnee’ 2 OO) 1 695 1 365 
1644........ 1 58} 1 653 139; =| 
PAD oses-e oe taees 1 63 3-10 1 39 4-10 | 

Thus it appeared that Portsmouth had the ad- 
vantage in point of economy as it regarded labor, | 
of more than fifteen per cent. over Brooklyn, and | 
twenty per cent. over Boston. 

Again: this yard was already in a very efficient 
condition for construction, perhaps as much so as 
any navy-yard in the Union, and needs only a dry- 
dock to render its condition equally efficient in 
making repairs. The yard had already about | 
eleven hundred feet of granite whafves, built in | 


the most permanent and substantial manner, ad- 


With these brief remarks, then, upon the gen- 


eral subject included in the amendment, he would 
proceed to a short examination of the proposition 


embraced in the amendment to the amendment | 


mitting alongside warships of the largest size; was 
well provided with all the means for the preserva- 
tion of materials; with buildings, ship-houses, wet- 
docks, timber-sheds, and indeed with every other 
appendage necessary for a complete establishment 
for construction and equipment. 

In addition to this, there were other advantages 
connected with that station possessed by no other 
in this country, if, indeed, in the world. So pre- 
cipitate were the banks, so deep the water, and 
capacious the harbor, that a fleet of three times the 
size of the whole American navy could be anchor- 
ed there in perfect safety. This splendid harbor 
was at all times easy of ingress or egress, and with 
perfect safety, at all seasons of the year. 

It was a remarkable fact that this harbor, or the | 
access to it, had never been known to be obstruct- | 
ed by ice in the coldest and most inclement sea- | 
son. | 

Another important advantage in favor of the 
navy station of Portsmouth, was its security from 
foreign attack. Such was the great depth, mode- 
rate breadth, and course of the river, between the | 
harbor and the sea, that it could be successfully 
defended at a small expense against the most for- | 
midable naval force that could be brought to an | 
attack. 

But there was another consideration showing 
the superiority of this station. It was this: that, 
during a considerable part of the year, that harbor 
could not be blockaded. Such was the nature of 


the coast, and such the character of the seasons, | 
that no fleet could remain with safety near the || 
coast after the Ist of November, during the winter 

months—thus giving to our ships a safe and unin- | 
| terrupted ingress and egress during that season of | 
| the year, j 
Again: This station was at the eastern extremity |! 
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of the Union, and adjacent to the British posse 
sions in that quarter. At Halifax must he oa 
great naval depot in that quarter, in case of a y, : 
with the United States, In that section there will 
oceur many of the naval conflicts between the: 
and us. Hence the great importance of makine 
the navy-yard at Portsmouth a station of rey a 
and retreat as well as of construction. He. 
informed that a dock could be constructed 
place at about half the expense of those 
or Norfolk. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES gave notice of an amend 
ment (which he would offer when in order) appro. 
priating $200,000 for a dry-dock at Charleston. 

Mr. LEVIN now modified the amendment here. 
tofore offered by him, so as to read as follows: 

** Towards the construction of a dry-dock at the 
Philadelphia navy-yard, $150,000. And the Sep 
retary of the Navy is hereby directed to contra. 
with the proprietors for the construction at thy, 
Philadelphia navy-yard of a sectional floating dry. 
dock, basin, and railways, according to the plan 
recommended by the Secretary of the Navy in his 
report to Congress, dated February 12, 1844, pro- 
vided the same can be made by contract at the es. 
timates now before the department.” 

Mr. LEVIN addressed the committee in favor of 
his modified amendment, and mainly in refereney 
to the comparative advantages of the sectional and 
balance docks. 

Mr. T. B. KING gave notice of the following 
amendment: 

** For the establishment of a navy-yard in th: 
harbor of Savannah, Georgia, the site of which js 
to be selected by the Navy Department, and th 
construction of a dry-dock, $200,000.”’ 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES expressed himself in favor 
of voting for a dock for Pensacola, even if it was 
only a temporary structure. The bill, however, 
made apnegemes for works already existing, 
and he did not think it was expedient in this short- 
handed manner to enter upon the expenditures for 
the other works proposed. 

Mr. BROCKENDBROUGH gave notice that }y 
would, when in order, offer the followiug amend- 


Mire 
Was 
at that 
at Boston 


| ment: 


‘‘For the construction of dock at Pensacola 
navy-yard, $200,000; to be constructed in such 
mode and upon such plan as may be deemed 
most expedient, useful, and economical, in eve ry 
view, to be determined by a commission, to be 
composed of naval officers, naval constructors, 
and civil engineers, not exceeding five, to be ap- 
pointed by the President.” 

Mr. BRINKERHOFP, after expressing his wil- 
lingness to vote the necessary appropriation for 
docks at Pensacola and Philadelphia, but his pref 
erence to leave the decision to the department of 
the kind of dock to be constructed, as connected 
with the means of public defence, (which was the 
object of the bill under consideration,) proceeded 
to refer to the bill which he had yesterday moved 
a suspension of the rules to introduce, providing 
for an inerease of the pay of the army—volunteers 
and regulars, $2 a month during the war—and to 
the fact that gentlemen who had been so loud in 
their professions of desire for this increase, did not 
see fit to give him the yeas and nays, in order that 
their vote might be recorded before the country. 
And inasmuch as some erroneous impressions, de- 
signedly perhaps, and perhaps not, had been spread 
throughout the country on this subject, he em- 
braced the present opportunity to correct them and 
to place himself right before his constituents and 
the country. 

When the bill recognising the existence of a war 
with Mexico and providing means for the vigo- 
rous prosecution of the same was under considera- 
tion, an amendment was offered by the gentleman 
from Michigan [Mr. Cuipman] to increase the pay 
of volunteers—and volunteers only—not including 
the pay of the regular army—to $10 per month. 


Against that amendment Mr. B. voted; against tt 


he should vote again, coming in the shape in which 
it did; and for two reasons: first, the effect of at- 


| taching that amendment to the bill under consider- 
|| ation he feared would be to endanger its passage 


in the other branch of Congress; or, if not, to em- 
barrass it, when immediate action was required. 

Mr. WINTHROP interposed, and called the 
gentleman to order on the ground of irrelevancy— 
the discussion of increase of pay of the army hav- 
ing no connexion with a proposition for the con- 
struction of a dry-dock. 
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“The CHAIRMAN remarked, that as far as his 
‘dividual judgment was concerned, he had no 
- bt this ‘course of discussion was out of order; 
os , conformity with the uniform precedence of 
_ House, he decided the gentleman in order. 
OM. ASHMUN appealed from the decision of 
he Char. 
ie a few remarks from Messrs. DROM- 
(00LE and GENTRY, . : 

The CHAIRMAN (the question having been 
raised ) decided that, under the 34th rule, the ap- 
val was not debatable. 

“Phe question on the appeal was then taken, and 
oad, ayes 76, noes 96. ’ 
~ So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

Vr. BRINKERHOFF resumed, remarking that, 
had he not been interrupted, he should, ere this, 
pave concluded the little he had to say. He re- 
vated that he had voted against the amendment of 
‘. gentleman from Michigan to the war bill, be- 
cause, although offered in good faith—as he be- 
eyed it was—he thought it would defeat or em- 
jarrass the passage of the bill. The amendment, 


however, Was adopted ; and Mr. B. referred to the | 
fet, that it was disagreed to in the Senate and re- |) 
‘ened to the House on that account, as confirming || 
js apprehensions on the subject. He alluded to | 
the embarrassments and imminient perils which | 


.we were then informed) threatened our army 


at that time, requiring promptness in making pro- | 


visions for the vigorous prosecution of the war; 
and said he was therefore opposed to clogging the 


war bill with a measure which could as well be | 
povided for by subsequent legislation, if it accord- 


ed with the judgment of Congress, 


Another reason why he had voted against that | 


proposition Was, While it provided for volunteers, 
i made an unjust discrimination by making no 
provision for the increase of the pay of the rank 
and file of the army. i 
ruder the recruiting of regulars impossible, he ar- 
sued; and he referred to the injustice, and other 
disastrous effeets, that would result from it. 

These were substantially the reasons—which he 
considered good—why he had voted against the 
anendment of the gentleman from Michigan. But 
how we were engaged in war, and we have seen 
tie correctness of what was doubtless the intention 


of the gentleman from Michigan—that in time of | 
war the pay of our soldiers should be higher than 


inume of peace. Mr. B, enforced the justice and 


tie expediency of the proposition, and he warmly | 
uwyged that this Increase of pay should be made | 


alike to volunteers and regulars, and they be placed 
ov the same footing—their perils, toils, and ser- 
vices being the same. 


Another reason why he would go the more wil- | 
ingly for this increase of pay to our army was the | 
rumor that the Oregon question was settled—on 
Wwlat terms he was not distinetly informed—but | 
that appeared to be our destiny. Hence all appre- | 


ieusions of a large expenditure on that question 
‘ug removed, we could the more easily, and with- 
out loo greatly burdening the treasury, make a 


‘veral recompense to the brave men who have now || 
locked to the standard of their country at its call. | 

ln conclusion, Mr. B. gave notice that he would | 
fuiorace the first opportunity which presented itself | 


renew his motion to suspend the rules for the 


troduction of a bill to increase the pay of the | 
Wiole army during the war, and he trusted gentle- | 


men Who had manifested so much zeal for such 


‘ierease, would rise in their place and give him | 
‘e yeas and nays, in order to place on record be- | 


‘re the country the names of those who were in 


‘vor of the measure, and those who were opposed 
lo It, 


Yn motion of Mr. REID—by ayes 75, noes 60— | 


‘Ne committee rose and reported. 
Mr. REID offered a resolution, providing that 


1 
4 
‘ 
{ 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWEL 


» with a view, he 


said i i 
“ud, that the House proceed to the consideration | 


‘he private calendar, moved that the resolution 


a ou the table, and asked the yeas and nays; 
‘ich were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


cs EAS—Messrs, John Quincy Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
: . wi Barringer, Bell, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Bufting- 
Chon iam Ww. Campbell, Join H. Campbell, John G. 
aa a Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Darragh, 
iia), yilsall, John H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Giddings, 
B. Hany Hampton, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias 
ington B *, John W. Houston, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 
. junt, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler 


is 


This discrimination would || 


. debate on the said bill should close at half-past 
‘0 o'clock; and demanded the previous question. 


|| Gaughey, McHenry, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pol- 
lock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Runk, 

Russell, Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, 

Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benja- 
| min Thompson, James Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, 
| Vinton, Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wright, and 
| Young—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bayly, Bed- 

inger, Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 
| Brockenbrough, Wm. G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, 
| Cobb, Coliin, Cullom, Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dar 
gan, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Doug 
|| lass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdinan, Faran, Fick- 
|| lin, Fries, Garvin, Hamlin, Haralson, Hoge, Hopkins, Hough, 

G. S. Houston, E. W. Hubard, J. B. Hunt, A. Johnson, G. 
|| W. Jones, 8. Jones, Kaufinan, Kennedy, P. King, Leake, La 
|| Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClelland, MeClernand, MeCon 

nell, McKay, B. Martin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, 
\| Parrish, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Reid, Relte, Ritter, Roberts, 

Sawtelle, Sawver, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, 
| Leonard H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stark- 
|| weather, St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
| Towns, Tredway, Wick, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, 
i} and Yancey—se, 
|| So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
|| The question recurring on the demand for the 
|| previous question, the vote stood, ayes 78, noes 20. 

No quorum voting, 

A second count was taken, and the vote stood, 
ayes 78, noes 17. 

Still no quorum voting. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that there be a call of 
|| the House. 
| Mr. ASHMUN moved that the House adjourn. 
| The question was taken, and the [louse refused 
|| to adjourn. 
| Mr. COBB repeated the motion of Mr. TTara- 
son, that there be a call of the House. 

The chair was occupied pro tem. by Mr. Boyp, 
of Kentucky. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON inquired of the chair 
whether there was no rule of the House by which 
|| members could be compelled to vote. If there was 
such a rule he called for its enforcement. When 
|| gentlemen wish to defeat business in this way, he 
|| desired that the country should know who they 
|; were. [Loud cries to order.] There were gen- 
|| tlemen sitting in their seats here, and refusing to 
vote, with a view to hinder and obstruct the public 
business. 

Mr. ASHMUN called Mr. Hovstown to order. 

Mr. HOUSTON said the remark was out. The 
gentleman had got it. 

(| Mr. MeKAY submitted that there was evidently 
| a large quorum present. 


j 
| 
} 


by casting a single glance over the House, that 
such was the fact. But members sat in their seats 
and would not vote. On the demand for the pre- 
|| vious question a majority of a quorum was only 
necessary. That majority had voted; and as there 
|| was clearly a quorum present, he hoped that the 
|| Chair would so announce. Was not the Chair sat- 
|| isfied that a quorum was present ? 

|| The SPEAKER said he had no doubt of the 
|| fact; he knew it to he so. 

|| Mr. McKAY. Seventy is the majority of a 
|| quorum. 

|| Mr. G.S. HOUSTON suggested that the gen- 
|| tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Re] should 
|| withdraw his demand for the previous question. 

|| Mr. W. HUNT called Mr. H. to order. 


|| The CHAIR said that the gentleman from New 
\| York [Mr. Hunt] would state his point of order. 
|| Mr. HUNT said it was, that there was no ques- 
|| tion before the House. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON said the gentleman was too 
hasty. He had gone off too soon. 

|| ‘The SPEAKER said that the question was on 
|| the motion for a call of the House, but that ques- 
|| tion was not debatable. 

|| Mr. HOUSTON said he was not going to de- 
| bate. He simply desired to appeal to the gentle- 
|| man from North Carolina [Mr. Rem] to withdraw 


lution itself. Gentlemen could not then shrink 
from the responsibility of voting. 


call of the House. 





| previous question, the SPEAKER counted the 


Mr. HOPKINS inquired of the Speaker wheth- 
er, if there was a member within the bar who re- 
fused to vote when his name was called, a motion 
to censure him would not be in order? 


| 
| 
The SPEAKER directed the rule to be read. 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. HARALSON withdrew his motion for a | 


The question recurring on the demand for the | 
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| King, Leib, Lewis, Long, McClean, James McDowell, Me- 
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Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
WINTHROP, JACOB THOMPSON, HEN- 
LEY, W. HUNT, REUBEN CHAPMAN, and 
the SPEAKER, participated; and there was much 
confusion. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved a call of the 
House, and asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, Atkin 
son, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Biggs, James Blick, Brodhead, 
Buttington, Crozier, Culver, Daniel, Dargan, Delano, Dock- 
ery, John H. Ewing, Giddings, Elias B. Holmes, Isaae BL 
Holines, James B. Hunt, Kennedy, Preston King, Lewis, 
MeConnell, MeGaughey, MeHenry, Melivaine, McKay, 

Jarkley Martin, Miller, Moulton, Niven, Parrish, Pendleton, 
Perry, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, Runk, 
Sawtelle, Seammon, Seaman, Seddon, Truman Smith, 
Strohm, ‘Trumbo, Wentworth, Williams, Winthrop, Wright, 
and Yost—. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bedinger, James A. 
Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhot®, Brockenbrough, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, William W. Campbell, 
Catheart, John G, Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cranston, Cutiem, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Darragh, Jetforson Davis, DeMott, 
Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Mlleworth, Fieklin, 
Foot, Foster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Graham, Hamlin, 
Hampton, Haralson, Harmanson, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Hopkins, John W. Houston, George 8. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, 
Washington Hunt, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, George W, 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, 
Leake, Leib, La Sere, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, MeClean, 
McClelland, MeClernand, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, 
James MeDowell, Marsh, John P. Martin, Morris, Moseley, 
Norris, Perrill, Pollock, Ramsey, Rhett Roberts, Joln A. 
Rockwell, Sawyer, Severance, Alexander D. Siias, Leonard 
II. Sims, Simpson, Albert Sinith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stewart, St. 
John, Strong, Svkes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin 
Thompson, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Towns, ‘Tredway, Wheaton, Wiuite, Wick, Wood, Wood 
ward, Yancey, and Young—115. 


So a call of the House was refused. 
The question then recurred on the motion to lay 
the resolution on the table. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL moved that the 


House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, 
for the purpose of taking up the private calendar. 
And on that motion he asked the yeas and nays; 
which (after some conversation on a point of or- 
der) were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 


follows: 


The Chairman would see | 


YEAS —Messrs. John Quincey Adams, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Buffington, Wm. W. Campbell, 
John G. Chapman, Coeke, Cranston, Crozier, Culver, Dar 
ragh, Delano, Dockery, Jolin H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Gid 
dings, Graham, Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hud 
son, Washington Hunt, Jenkina, James H. Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, Leib, Lewis, Long, McClean, MeGaughey, Me 
Henry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Niven, Pollock, 


| Ramsev, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Runk, Russell, 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted that he was in order. | 


Scammon, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, C. B. 
Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, 
Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Trumbo, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wright, and Young—6¥. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger 

Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Boyd, Brinkerhofh 
Brockenbrough, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wm. G. Brown,, 
Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Cobb, Collin, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dar- 
gan, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Drom 
goole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, Faran, Pieklin, 
Foster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Gordon, Hamlin, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Henley, Hoge, Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, 
Hough, George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hunger 
ford, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Kennedy, Preston 
King, Lawrence, Leake, La Sere, Levin, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
MeClelland, MeClernand, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, 
James McDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Mar 
tin, Morris, Moulton, Norris, Owen, Parish, Perrill, Perry, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Sawtetic, 
Sawyer, Seaman, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark 
weather, St. John, Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, 
Towns, Tredway, Vance, Wick, Woodward, Yancey, and 


| Yost—10. 


So the House refused to proceed to the consid- 


; ; ' eration of the private calendar. 
the demand for the previous question, so that the | I 


vote might be taken by yeas and nays on the reso- | 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Asumun to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused ; 

And the question was taken, and the House de- 


| cided that the resolution should not be laid on the 


House, and declared that 168 members were present. 


| 


\y 


table. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. 

The main question was ordered, and the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 

Whereupon the House, on the motion of Mr. 


| 


a 


nese 


arene 
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McKAY, again resolved itself into Committee of 


the Whole on the State of the Union, (Mr. Ham- 
tin, of Maine, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the said bill. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice of an amendment 
which he wished to offer when in order. 

Mr. HENLEY signified his intention to direct 
his remarks to an item which was not immediately 
under consideration; but upon which they would 
soon be called to act, The system of navy-yards 
wns coming to be a very expensive branch of the 
government: and in addition, it was undermining, 
in a very great degree, the mechanical skill and 
labor of the country. He should direct his re- 
marks particularly to the appropriation proposed 
for the construction of the navy-yard at Memphis. 
When the appropriation for this yard was first 
made, it was called a western measure. As a 
western man, he protested against it as a western 
measure; and he wished to show to the committee 
and the country, that they of the West asked no 
such thing as a western measure. Under the law 
now in foree, the Secretary of the Navy had de- 
cided (and, he believed, had decided correctly) that 
he was obliged to direct that the vessels be built 
ai the navy-yards of the General Government. In 
consequence of this, you cut off individual enter- 
prise—our mechanics and shipwrights in the west- 
ern country, who have their ship-yards, their lum- 
ber, hands, implements, capital, and everything 
necessary for the building the best vessels that can 
be built in the world, at 25 or 30 per cent. less than 
the government can build for at its navy-yards, 
after it has expended millions for the construction 
of these navy-yards. Asa western man, he pro- 
tested arainst this as a western measure. He called 
attention to the fact that, at Pittsburg and thence to 
New Orleans, and from New Orleans up the Mis- 
sissippl river—everywhere on our large navigable 
rivers, or ‘finland seas’? were mechanies, ship- 
wrights—enterprising men, with all the means and 
faculues of building the largest ships, and who 
wanted a fair opportunity for competition for them; 
and yet it was proposed to cut them all off and 
put this work into the supervision of a few men se- 
lected at your yards as government favorites, and 
receiving large salaries from the public treasury. 

Mr. DARRAGH addressed an inquiry to Mr. 
H., of which nothing was heard by the reporter, 
but in reply to which 

Mr. HENLEY said * yes;”’ that is the decision 
of the Secretary of the Navy; and it was that that 
called his attention to the subject. He had not 
objected, he admitted, to the building a navy-yard 
at Memphis, until he found it was cutting off the 
mechanics of the West, in violation of one cherish- 
ed principle of democracy, from all opportunity 
of competition for these contracts. 

He intended, at the proper time, to move to 
strike out this appropriation for Memphis. We 
had expended $50,000 there only; that was nothing 
in comparison with what could be saved; we could 
save that in one month by building vessels at pri- 
vate enterprise, at private ship-yards. There was 
now here a committee from the district he repre- 
sented—from a city of some 6,000 or 7,000 inhab- 
itants, where were a number of master shipbuilders 
—where they were building the largest and best 
vessels on the western weiers—perhaps he ought 
not to say best, for they claimed anywhere in the 
West that they could not be beat—but where they 


were building the largest and the first quality of 


vessels 25 per cent. cheaper than they could be built 
anywhere, except in the West, and where they 
were now building for the East, who came around 
there to get their boats built because they could 
furnish better materials, and labor, and provisions 
were cheaper than anywhere else. Every gentleman 
knew that contracts could be executed at much 
less expense by private agencies than the labor 
could be procured for, if done under the direction 
of Government itself. ‘That was the true principle 
for Government to let out at contract everything it 
could, Navy-yards at some points, and to a cer- 
tain point he admitted, might be necessary. He 
would not attack the whole system; but so far as 
his constituents and the whole West were con- 
cerned, he protested against the building a navy- 


yard at Memphis; and he called the attention of 


gentlemen who represented the mechanics of the 
West to this subject. They only desired fair play, 
and not to be cut off from bids for contracts, as 
they were now, under the construction of the Sec- 
retary, Which, no doubt, was right. 


ee ~~ - 
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In reply to an inquiry-of Mr. THurman, which 


was lost to the reporter, Mr. H. said when this | 
subject of navy-yards was disposed of, he proposed | 
to follow up this move by passing a law authori- | 
zing the Secretary of the Navy to let this work out | 
at contract, that the Government might have the | 


advantage of the industry, skill, cheapness of ma- 
terials, and everything which they of the West 
had to offer. 

Mr. DARRAGH said if this construction of the 
Secretary of the Navy was correct, as a friend of 
the navy, and with a view to the promotion of the 
great interests of the country, he should go for the 
repeal of thislaw. He was satisfied that individual 


skill and enterprise would do the work not only at | 


less expense, but in a better manner than it was 


possible for Government to have it done at the | 


navy-yards. He gave his views as to the impor- 
tance of the navy-yard at Memphis, and referred 
to the facilities afforded at Pittsburg, especially for 
the construction of iron steamers, which were so 


strongly recommended by a variety of considera- | 


tions by the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Kina,] 
in his ‘report, and which were now receiving so 
much attention generally. 

In conclusion, he gave notice of, and briefly ex- 
plained an amendment which he should offer, when 
in order, appropriating for the completion of marine 


hospitals previously commenced at Pittsburg and 
} ] 5 Ss | 


at other points. 


Mr. STANTON, in reply to the attacks made | 


on the navy-yard at Memphis, said that some two 
or three years ago, on a full consideration of the 
subject in this House, and in the other branch of 
Congress, it was determined to establish a navy- 
yard in the western country, and doubtless the gen- 
tleman from Indiana would have been satisfied with 


the decision, provided Jeffersonville or some other | 


point in his State had been selected. 


Mr. HENLEY (Mr. 8. yielding,) disclaimed | 


being influenced in this matter by mere local ad- 
vantages; and observed that sometimes gentlemen, 
as the old saying was, ‘‘ measure other people’s 
corn by their own half-bushel.”’ 


Mr. STANTON was very happy to hear that | 


he had labored under an erroneous impression on 
this point, and he urged that the gentlemen being 


governed by general considerations of the public | 


good, as he professed to be—ought to acquiesce in 
the decision of Congress, thus deliberately made, 


or at least if an attempt was to be made to.change || 


the decision it should be done by a law to that ef- 
fect, and not be attempted in an appropriation bill, 
the object of which was to carry out laws al- 
ready existing. He did not conceive that this was 
the proper time to go into a discussion of the gen- 
eral question whether all the naval establishments 


of the country should be cut down, but he would | 


consider it a more proper occasion when some di- 
rect proposition was made in proper form. If the 


establishment at Memphis was to be continued, |, 


and not to be cut down entirely, and if the West 
was to participate at all in the expenditures of this 
Government for the purpose of erecting and main- 
taining a navy, this appropriation was necessary, 
and must be continued in this bill. He referred to 
some indication which he had received from Mr. 


McKay of his intention to move to reduce the ap- | 


propriation for Memphis, and said if the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means considered 
such reduction necessary, in the exigency of the 
country at this moment, his constituents would 
bear, for this object, the evils, the burdens, and the 
deprivation of what they had a great right to ex- 
pect as readily and as patriotically as any other 
section of the country. When the call for volun- 


teers was made, they had stepped forward as bold- | 


ly and fearlessly, and when the day of battle comes, 
they would fight as valiantly, and shed their blood 
as freely, when necessary, as any other portion of 
the country. 

An idea had been industriously circulated in 
some quarters that the Secretary of the Navy was 


disposed to withhold the appropriations for this | 
Mr.S. had from the | 


yard, so as to break it down. 
Secretary himself, in writing, intended for publi- 


cation, that such was not the case; that such an || 


idea had never entered his mind; that he had asked 
from the Committee of Ways and Means the sum 
inserted in this bill, and desired it to be continued. 
The gentleman [Mr. McKay] said that a large 
amount, of something like pete of appropria- 
tion for this yard remained unexpended. It was 
true, this was a large sum, because considerable 


delay had taken place in getting the establishme., 
into operation; but the causes of this had passed 
by, and the work could now be carried on to coy, 
pletion and perfection as speedily as the w 
the Government require. And the good 
country—the efficiency of the public servi: 
_ contended, required that the full appropriation y.. 
| ported by the committee should be continued. y,, 
less it was determined to let this establishmen; 
down entirely. Since the chairman of the (, 
mittee of Ways and Means had informed him tha) 
it was not his object to break down this work 
the reducition which he proposed, Mr. 8. took 
_ for granted that this was the case; but the gepsp. 
man from Indiana [Mr. HENney] had come fo;. 
ward avowedly with an argument which strikes »: 
the foundation of every naval establishment jy +) 
country. And, under a plea for the West, he hai 
taken the strange method of proceeding of pyro. 
posing to strike down the only navy-yard we hyq 
in the West. According to his own argument, 
there was equal reason for him to move to py; 
down all the navy-yards throughout the country. 

Mr. S. replied to the argument of Mr. Heyzty, 
that the letting out this work at contract would ; 
able the mechanics of the country to come in op q 
fair competition to receive the contracts. He de. 
nied that this would be the result, and argued thq: 
they would be likely to fall into the hands of some 
millionaire or some powerful company, who would 
employ the practical mechanics ata fixed rate, and 
would themselves reap all the profit of the eop- 
tracts. It would be no better for them then, as 
far as labor was concerned; and, as to materials, 
there was the same demand for them, whether built 
/under private contract or at the Government 
| yards. 

Mr. S. further enforced the claims of the West 
and of Memphis for a navy-yard, and urged the 
advantages that would result therefrom in the en- 

| joyment, by the Government, of the variety, abun- 
dance, and cheapness of materials which the West 
can furnish, and in the increased friendship and 
|| confidence in the navy which would be the resuit 
of bringing it in contact with the western section 
of the country. ; 

In the course of his remarks he yielded for ex- 
planation, or inquiry, to Messrs. HENLEY and 
ASHMUN. 

Mr. McKAY, in reply to Mr. Stanton, said he 
had submitted no motion in relation to the navy- 
yard at Memphis, but it was true he had said to 
that gentleman that he would move to reduce the 
appropriation from $100,000 to $50,000, and he 
gave him the reason for it that a very large balance 
for this work remained unexpended in the treasury 
of something like $250,000. This, together with 
an appropriation of $50,000, making something 
like $300,000, would certainly be sufficient to carry 
this work through the next fiscal year. It wasa 
very large amount. Had he been aware that 1! 
was so great, he should not have reported an ap- 
propriatien for this yard at all. This motion he 
should make in no hostility to the yard at Mem- 
phis. It was true, when the law passed autho- 
_rizing the commencement of the work, he thought 
it was inexpedient; he thought so still. 

In regard to the pending amendments for a dry- 
dock at Philadelphia, at Kittery, Maine, and at 
Pensacola, and the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina also insisted on a dry-dock at Charleston, 
South Carolina, where there was no navy-yard at 
all—nothing but a naval station, and hardly thet, 
(a laugh)—and he was followed by the gentleman 
from Georgia, who asked for an appropriation (&! 
very modest in their demands) of $200,000 to com 
mence a dry-dock at Savannah, oe 
gard to these propositions, he doubted whether the ’ 

: i crettel 
properly come in at all on this bill. He reg - 
that they had been submitted. Of the seven navy 
yards of the United States, only two had dry- 
'|docks—one at Gosport, Virginia, the other at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts—and these, together 
with that which was in progress at Brooklyn, 
New York, had been authorized not in this irregt 
lar way in an appropriation bill, but by speci 
laws. (Mr. McKay read one of the laws.) , ™ 
there were now on the calendar two bills prov ng 
‘for some of these yards—one reported from 
| Committee on Naval Affairs, and the other from \¥ 
‘| Committee on Commerce. And _ the gentleman 
|| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. cae mover © 
'| this proposition for Philadelphia, imself a m . : 
\| ber of the latter committee, had reported from (s* 
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mittee a bill for a dry-dock at Philadelphia 
whe not, then, let these things take their regular 
varse? Why waste the time of the committee 
ny introducing these amendments inappropriately 


¢ 


o these bills ; 
” But was the committee aware of the fact that 


hese amendments of $200,000 proposed for Phila- 
nel 150,000 for Pensacola, if adopted, 
were but the beginning of expenditures? Did the 
‘entleman suppose that these appropriations would 
cwild them? Why the dock at Portsmouth cost 
from seven hundred thousand to a million dollars, 
and that at Charlestown cost about $800,000! If 
we were to go on with this extravagant system— 
«» build a dock at Kittery, Maine, at Savannah, 
and at the other points indicated, it would involve 
an expenditure of millions of dollars. 

Some conversation occurred between Mr. LE- 
VIN and Mr. McK AY. 

Mr. McKAY further urged the impropriety of 
proposing these appropriations to an ordinary ap- 
propriation bill, which provides for the pay of the 
yavy, for procuring provisions, &c., for it, and forall 
other naval purposes authorized by existing laws. 
j:also made appropriations for several navy-yards 
along the seacoast. He thought it worthy of the 
vrave consideration of the House and the country, 
whether some of these yards ought not to be discon- 
unued. He would not go into this subject, which 
he was aware would open a wide discussion; but 
he wished to call attention to a high authority. In| 
i329 this whole subject of navy-yards was under 
consideration, and General Jackson communicated 
his views to Congress. [Mr. McK. read General 
Jackson’s views, and also those (embodied in the 
same document) of a board, consisting of some of 
our most distinguished naval officers, who were 
decidedly of opinion that the present number of 
navy-yards was greater than was consistent either 
with economy, or was required by the wants of 
the service.] To show how these yards are man- 
awed, and how productive they are of enormous 
expense, he referred to the President’s Message 
and accompanying documents at the commence- | 
ment of this session, showing that it cost the Gov- 
enment for the pay of superintendents, and of 
various naval officers at the navy-yards, $292,648 
per year, While the amount of labor performed in 
all the yards for the same time was but $430,000. 
He also referred to a British authority, on the 


same subject, showing—a state of things not as ; 


bad as it was in this country—that in the navy- 
yards of Great Britain for every £3! paid to men 
for labor, £1 was paid to superintendents, officers, 
&e.; and showing also that the cost of building | 
vessels at the public yards and at private yards 
was about five to one. 

Inconclusion, he expressed the hope that the | 
committee would reject all these amendments; and | 
that these yards would not be enlarged, unless it | 
was absolutely necessary. Some of the appropria- 
tions already proposed in this bill he thought were | 
larger than they should be. | 
Mr. WINTHROP alluded to the decision of the 
Chair, justifying the wide range of debate which | 
had been taken, and remarked that he would like, 
vid ime permit, to discuss several subjects—the | 
tariff, the Mexican war, of the origin and prog- 
ress of which he wished to say sometlung here- 
“ier; also the bill to provide a pension for the 
widow of Captain Robert Gray, the discoverer of 
‘iemouth of the Columbia river. He thought, 
wien we were about reaping the advantage of 
this discovery—when we were at last about to en- 
)°y peaceably that territory first discovered by his 
titerprise, and that of his hadi crew, he thought | 
t would be hard if this Congress adjourned with- 
“ut making provision for the support of his vener- 
ale widow. 

In regard to a provision of the bill, he thought 
ereat Injustice would be done by it to a gallant 
“acer in the service; and he should move, when 
in order, to strike out the following: 

Provided, That no payment shall hereafter be made to the 
;“vuel or any other officer of said corps (the Marine Corps) 
} Virtue of a commission of brigadier general by bievet. 

lt was well known, he said, that General Hen- 
*rson was the officer aimed at; and Mr. W., at 
“ome length, opposed this attempt on the part of the 
majority of the Committee of Ways and Means— 
“ho had no authority to turn him’ out—to accom- 
plish, in faet, 
ne salar from a man who had had the com- 
“ssion of brigadier general by brevet conferred 


the same thing, by withholding his | 
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upon him by General Jackson and (the case not 
being acted upon by the Senate at that time) by 
Mr. Tyler, and confirmed by the Senate. He 
urged that General Henderson was entitled to all 
the pay of a brigadier ceneral by brevet. 

He also referred to the general impolicy, in time 
of war, of taking away inducements to activity and 


gallantry in the service, by reducing, in a spirit of | 


niggardly economy, the compensation of those in 
the naval and military departments, on whose ser- 
vices we were to rely. 

Mr. W. yielded in the course of his remarks, 
for explanation or inquiry, to Messrs. HUNGER- 
FORD, BRODHEAD, 8S. JONES, McK AY, and 
PAYNE. 

Mr. WOOD, Mr. T. B. KING, and Mr. WHITE 
respectively gave notice of amendments they in- 
tended to offer when in order. 

Mr. BROCKEN BROUGH said he had tried to 
obtain the floor in vain; and as there was only one 
minute left, he would only state, from a report 
made to this House in 1844, there are five navy- 
yards having three stone dry-docks from Norfolk, 
Virginia, to Kittery, in Maine; that at these yards 
$160,000,000 of public money had been expended 


| since the war of 1812, to only a few thousand in the 


Gulf at Pensacola. 
[Several voices: $160,000,000! Impossible !] 

Mr. B. resumed. He did not say upon the yards, 
but at the yards, for all the purposes. To avoid 
misunderstanding, he would read the extract, to 
show the relative claims, as well as the relative ne- 
cessity of further expenditure: 

“From Norfolk to the St. John’s, in Maine, a distance 
comprising « line of seacoast not equal in extent by a fifth 
to that of the Gulf, there are not less than six well-appointed 
navy-yards. Since the war, these six stations, and the ves- 
sels fitted out from them, have caused an expenditure from 
the treasury of not less than $160,000,000; while your com- 
mittee can find on the statute books no appropriation overa 
few thousand dollars for similar works on the Gulf; and it 
may be here remarked that the amount of expenditures for 


, fortifying and defending the port of Norfolk alone has ex- 


ceeded the whole amount of appropriations for the entire 
defences of the Gulf—if a few guns mounted on stationary 
walls about Mobile and New Orleans can be called Gulf de- 


| fences atall; but for defending the Florida Pass, or enabling 
| the American navy to cominand it in war, the first dollar is 


yet to be appropriated.”’ 
[The Chairman’s hammer fell as Mr. Brocken- 


| BROUGH finished reading the extract.] 


The time allowed for debate having expired, the 
committee proceeded to vote. 

The question recurred on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Levin, as modified to-day, for a 
dock at Philadelphia; and it was agreed to—ayes 
80, noes 66. 

Mr. NORRIS moved the following: 

**For the construction of a dock at the navy-yard 
at Kittery, in Maine, two hundred thousand dol- 
lars; to be constructed in such mode and upon such 
plan as may be deemed most expedient, useful, and 
economical, in every point of view, to be determin- 
ed by acommission to be composed of naval offi- 
cers, naval constructors, civil and naval engineers, 
not exceeding five, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the United States.’’ 

Mr. T. B. KING moved to amend the amend- 


ment, by striking out $200,000, and inserting $100,- 


000. Carried. 


And the amendment, as thus amended, was then 
rejected—ayes 45, noes 68. 
Mr. BROCKENBROUGH then renewed the 


amendment heretofore sent to the table in favor of 


a dock at Pensacola. 
Mr. WHITE moved as a substitute the follow- 


ing: 


** Towards a floating dry-dock at the Pensacola 


navy-yard, $200,000. And the Secretary of the | 
Navy is hereby directed to contract with the pro- 


prietors for the construction, at the Pensacola navy- 
yard, of a sectional floating dry-dock, basin, and 
railways, according to the plan recommended by 
the Secretary of the Navy, in his report to Con- 
gress, dated February 12, 1844.”’ 

This was lost without division. 


And the amendment offered by Mr. Brocken- || 


_ BRovGH was then negatived—ayes 56, noes 84. 


The committee then proceeded with the remain- | 


ing items of the bill. 


Mr. McKAY moved to insert the following items, | 


to come in under the head of the Gosport navy 

yard: 

z For the purchase of St. Helena...... .§2,400 
For the repair of Sheer Wharf........ 5,000 
For the repair of wharf at the Hospital 900 
These items were rejected—ayes 47, noes 80. 


a 


Mr. McKAY moved to strike out all items for 
improvements and repairs at the Pensacola yard, 
viz : 

Towards the warrant officers’ houses .420,000 

‘Towards cisterns and timber sheds 20 

and 26, and storehouse 25......... 

Towards saw-mill....... 20,000 

Towards lime-house edd uous 

Towards blacksmiths’ shop......... 21,000 

Towards coal house. ........c0eee2- 8,000 

Towards repairs of all kinds 7,000 
And in lieu of said items, to insert the following: 

Towards blacksmiths’ shop.........821,000 

Towards cisternsat Nos. 20,25, and 26. 12,000 


27,000 


eee ee eee 


Towards coal-house.........s006. -. 8,000 
Towards lime-house ............02. 2,500 
Towards wharves, permanent....... 59,000 


Towards dredging machine, scows, &c. 16,000 

Towards repairs of all kinds ........ 5,000 

The amendment was adopted, 

Mr. BROCKENBROUGH moved to insert the 
following: “For floating dry-dock at the Pensa- 
cola navy-yvard, 4200,000.7 ~ 

It was negative d—ayes 41, noes not counted. 

Mr. McKAY moved to insert, under the head 
of Seckett’s Harbor navy-yard, the following item: 
“Tor the purchase of Navy Point and Fort ‘Tomp- 
kins, $2,500.’ 

This was agreed to. 

The item * for the continuation of the necessary 
improvements at the navy-yard at Memphis, §100,- 
000,” havine been read— 

Mr. McK AY moved to amend the item by strt- 
king out $100,000, and inserting $50,000, and to 
add the following proviso : 

“Provided, That the expenditure of this and pre- 
vious appropriations for this yard shall be con- 
fined to the construction of a rope-walk, and the ar- 

_rangements for building and equipping steamers.”’ 
| Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS moved to amend 
this proviso by striking out the words ‘* and the ar- 
rangements for building and equipping steamers.”’ 

This was neeatived. 

Mr. DARRAGH then moved to amend Mr. 
McKavy’s amendment by adding to the proviso the 
following: 

‘* And any law now in force requiring all ves- 
sels to be built or constructed at the navy-yards of 
the United States alone, be and the same is here- 
by repealed.” 

Negatived: ayes 64, noes 70. 

The question recurred on Mr. McKay’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESTON KING asked for a division of 
the question, and it was divided. 

And the first part, to reduce the appropriation, 
was agreed to; and the second part, that is, the 
proviso, was also agreed to. 

Mr. HENLEY now moved to strike out alto- 
gether the item for the Memphis navy-yard, as 
thus amended. 

This motion prevailed: Ayes 84, noes 36. 

Mr. DARRAGH, under the head of hospitals, 
moved to insert the following item: 

| ‘For completing the marine hospitals which 
have been commenced at Pittsburg, Louisville, and 
Cleveland, $50,000.” 

To this Mr. BOWLIN moved to add the fol- 
lowing: 

** And that the sum of $7,468 be and the same 
is hereby redppropriated from the treasury, to be 
expended under the direction of the President of 
the United States in the purchase of the St. Louis 
county hospital, or so much of the grounds of the 
St. Louis city hospital, and the buildings thereon, 
as he may deem expedient, for a marine hospital.”’ 

This was negatived. 

The question recurred on Mr. Darracn’s 
amendment; when 

Mr. CROZIER said if the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Boyp) would not move an amendment 
to the amendment by inserting Paducah after Lou- 

isville, he would himself move it; and he would 
wait a moment to give the gentleman an opportu- 
| nity to do so. 

Mr. Boyp did not make the motion, and it was 
made by Mr. Crozier, saying, as he did so, that 
he perceived the gentleman had deserted the cause 
of Paducah. 

The amendment was negatived; and the ques- 


| tion was put on Mr. Darracn’s amendment, and 


it was negatived. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved to insert the fol- 


lowing item: 
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‘For fence around garden at Cleveland, Ohio, 
42,000." Lost. 

“ Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out the item 
‘‘For fenee around garden and repairs to hospital 
buildings near Gosport, $2,667.’’ Lost. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing proviso, attached to the item for the pay of 
the marine corps: 

“ Provided, That no payment shall hereafter be 
made to the colonel, or any other officer of the ma- 
rine corps, by virtue of a commission of briga- 
dicr general by brevet.”’ 

The motion to strike out was lost: Ayes 57, 
noes 4. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out from the 
item for pay of non commissioned officers, musi- 
ciens, privates, and servants of the marine corps, 
the word musicians. Lost. 

Mr. HOLMES moved to add to the item for 
pay of the marine corps the following: : 

‘And provided, That the United States marine 
corps may be increased fifty sergeants, fifty cor- 
porals, thirty drummers, thirty fifers, and five hun- 
dred privates.”’ 

This was negatived, ‘ 

Mr. MeKAY moved to strike out the item 
“Fuel for the marine corps, $16,274.’’ ‘This was 
aereed to, and the item was stricken out, 

Mr. LLOLMES moved to increase several items 
of appropriation for the marine corps, as follows: 

‘For provisions, from $45,070 to $63,137. 

“For military stores, repair of arms, pay of ar- 
morers, accoutrements, ordnance stores, flags, 
drums, fifes, and musical instruments, from $2,300 
to $7,300. 

‘Mor transportation of officers and troops, and 
for expenses of recruiting, from $8,000 to $14,000. 
“Mor contingencies, from $17,980 to $23,980.’ 

"These several amendments were rejected, 

Mr. SAWYER moved to amend the item for 
military stores, drums, fifes, and musical instru- 
ments for the marine corps, by striking out **mu- 
sical instruments.’? Neeatived, 

Mr. LLENLEY moved to strike out from the spe- 
cification of contingencies for the marine corps 
these words: **Per diem allowance for attending 
courts-martial and courts of inquiry.” Lost. 

The bill having been gone through with— 

Mr. THOMAS BUTLER KING moved to add 
a new section, providing for the settlement of the 
accounts of Purser Garret E. Barry. 

Ruled out of order as irrelevant matter. 

Mr. WLIIITE moved to add the following sec- 
ton: 


«See . nd he it further enacted, That all cordage, 
sail cloth, hemp and flax, and armaments and equipments 
required for the navy of the United States, shall be of the 
production of the United States.” 

Mr. LEAKE moved to add to the section this 
proviso: 

‘ Provided, That they can be purchased as cheaply as in 
other countries ”? 

Negatived: Ayes 50, noes 69. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Wurre was 
then negatived: Ayes 57, noes 74. 

Mr. STAN'TON here made another effort to 
procure an appropriation for the works at the 
Memphis navy-yard; of which we could not catch 
the particulars. 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order, because the 
committee had stricken the Memphis yard from 
the bill altogether. 

Mr. McK AY moved to add a new section, giv- 


ing authority to the President to make transfers of 
appropriations made in this bill from one branch of 


the naval service to another, the same to be report- 
ed to Congress in the first week of the next ses- 
sion, It was lost. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the 
two following additional sections: 

** nd be it further enacted, That all the money appropria- 
ted by this act for * pay of the navy,’ and ‘contingent ex- 
penses,” an amount not exceeding twenty-eight thousand 
two hundred dollars, may be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Navy for repairs, improvements, and 


mstruction at Fort Severn, at Annapolis, in the State of 


Marviand. 

“2nd heit further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted Sintes be, and he is hereby, authorized to appoint such 
assistant surgeons, and such warrant officers, of the grades 
of boatswain, gunner, carpenter, and sailmaker, as may be 
necessary for such vessels as may be put in commission 
under authority of law, any law to the contrary notwith- 
standing.”’ 


These sections were voted down without a 
count. 
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Mr. McKAY moved the following additional 
section: 


“ And be it enacted, &c., That it shall be the duty of the | 
Secretary of the Navy, on the conclusion of the existing war | 


with Mexico, to reduce the number of petty officers, seamen, 
ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys, herein provided for, 
to seven thousand five hundred, unless in the opinion of the 

| President of the United States the said reduction would be 
inexpedient.” 

Mr. FARAN moved to amend by striking out 
these words: ** Unless in the opinion of the Presi- 
dent of the United States the said reduction would 
be inexpedient.”? This was carried. 

And the amendment, as amended, was then 
agreed to: Ayes 74, noes 56. 


“Mr. McKAY then moved the following addi- | 


tional section: 
* And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Navy, in the expenditure of the appropria- 


tions made for the navy-yard at Memphis, to confine the | 


same to the construction of a ropewalk.” 


Mr. STANTON moved to add to the amend- 
ment the following: 


* And for continuing the necessary improvements at the | 


navy-yard at Memphis, ninety-six thousand dollars.” 


The CHAIR ruled it out of order, as the House 


had stricken from the bill all the appropriations 
for the Memphis yard. 
Mr. STANTON appealed from this decision. 
But the decision of the Chair was sustained by 
by a vote of the committee. 


"Mr. STANTON then moved to add to Mr. Mce- | 


Kay’s section these words: ** And for preparing 
for building a steamship.” ‘This was rejected. 

And Mr. McKay’s ropewalk amendment was 
agreed to: Ayes 74, noes 41. 

Mr. STANTON then moved the following: 

** For the continuance of the necessary improve- 
ments at the Memphis navy-yard, $95,000.’ It 
was rejected. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the committce rise. 
Lost. 

Mr. GILES moved to add to the bill the follow- 
ing additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That there shall be, and is here- | 


by, appropriated, towards providing additional accommoda- 
tions tor the midshipmen at the naval school at Annapolis, 
$15,000.” 

It was rejected. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved the 
following section: 

“And be it further enacted, That the fourth section of the 
act enticed ‘An act making appropriations fur the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending Jist June, 1846,’ be and the same is 
hereby repealed.” 


It was rejected. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved a | 
section directing the accounting officers of the treas- | 


ury to open the accounts of Lieutenant Samuel E. 


Munn, of the navy, for the purpose of allowing | 
him whatever may appear due on account of re- | 


cruiting men for the navy. 
It was ruled out as irrelevant matter. 


And the committee rose and reported the bill, | 


with the amendments agreed to. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, demanded | 


the previous question; which was seconded. 

And the main question, on concurring in the 
amendments, and ordering the bill to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was ordered to be now taken. 


Whereupon, ata late hour, the House adjourned. | 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 15, 1846. 
As soon as the Journal had been read, 


Mr. ALLEN rose and said: 


Mr. Presipent: At the commencement of the 


upon the Committee on Foreign Relations. Upon 


a very serious question arising out of those rela- | 


tions, and deeply involving the nation’s rights and 
interests, I have been unable to conform my opin- 


ion to that which recent events, of which I am not | 
now at liberty to speak, show to be the opinion of |! 


the Senate. I deem it proper, therefore, to afford 
the Senate an opportunity to reconstruct the com- 


mittee, with a view to that coincidence of opinion 


between the Senate and its committee in matters 


especially assigned by the former to the latter, 


which is essential to the unembarrassed action of 


the body. 


[ask tobe excused from further service upon 


the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


The question being put upon the motion to dis- 


|, charge, it was agreed to. 


session, the vote of the Senate placed my name first | 


Sune 15, 


| Mr. WEBSTER moved that the Senate 
| at one o’clock to-morrow, proceed to the 





should. 


° eles tion 
« > ‘ ° » . 
of a chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela. 


tions; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS said: Mr. President: Havine served 
upon the Committee on Foreign Relations with ¢), 
| honorable chairman, I beg leave, before his 
|| nexion with it is dissolved, to bear m testimony 

to the zeal and ability with which he has dic 
charged his duties. He has rendered importan: 
services to the Senate, the Administration, and the 
country; and while I appreciate the honorable ie ; 
tives which have induced him to relinquish thedis. 
tuunguished station he is so well qualified to fill | 
cannot but express my regret that we shall! he di 
| prived of his services hereafter. 

But, sir, | owe it to myself to declare that ie 
relation to the great measure to which the hono-. 
_able Senator has alluded, my sentiments haye ao. 
corded with his, and my course with his. W, 
have sought the same end by the same means 
There has been no difference of opinion betwee, 
us. While, therefore, I shall continue to reta) 
the subordinate station IL hold upon the committe 
I cannot, under any circumstances, accept the po 
sition he has filled so ably, and resigned so honor- 
ably, even should the Senate think proper to be. 
stow it upon me. I have thought it not improper 
considering my relation to the committee, to make 
this declaration, as the reasons the honorable Sey. 
ator has given for his course, would apply, in a 
great measure, to myself were | the chairman and 

| organ of the committee. 


THE WAR WITH MEXICO. 
Mr. WEBSTER said he had been requested to 


present to the Senate certain resolutions passed at 
a very large meeting of the citizens of Lowell, in 
the State of Massachusetts, pledging their services 
to the support of the Government in the prosecu- 
uion of the war with Mexico, so long as the Goy- 
ernment deemed it proper to prosecute that war. 
The resolutions were spirited, and, in behalf of the 
meeting, he presented them to the Senate, movinz 
that they be laid upon the table; which motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also presented and called the attention 
of the Senate to a resolution passed by the Levis- 
lature of Massachusetts at a late session, in rela- 
tion to some provision, by law, by which attach- 
ments of property on processes issuing from thy 
courts of the United States in the several States 
| shall be discharged by the subsequent proceedings, 
| on insolvency of the defendants in such suits, in 
like manner as if the same were made under and 
' 


7 virtue of process issuing from the courts of the 
nited States. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. JARNAGIN presented the petition of thr 
|| heirs of Sous-johu, an Indian, asking that an 
‘| award made in his favor, after his death, may be 
paid to them; which was referred to the Commut- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of John P 
|| Adams, assignee of Taylor, Little, & Co., praying 
|| that certain duties illegally exacted by the collector 
|| for the port of New York may be refunded; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Finance. _ 

Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of Chas 
|W. Churchman, of Philadelphia, asking that cer- 
tain duties illegally exacted of him may be refunded, 
which was referred to the Committee on Finanee. 


RESOLUTIONS, 


Mr. HOUSTON presented the following resolt 
tion; which lies over: - : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the practicability, 

| propriety, and expense of opening an inland navi 
| gation from the Sabine to Galveston, and thence \ 
‘the mouth of the Rio Grande, as connected wit! 
the defence of the coast of Texas. » ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 

_ fairs be instructed to inquire into the necessity and 
|| propriety of making early and adequate provisin" 
for the survey, improvement, and permanent fortin- 
cation of the principal harbors on the coast of Texas. 
| Resolved, That the President of the United States 
| be requested to communicate to the Senate cop! 
|| of the reports of the board of engineers heretofore 
| employed in an examination of the coast of Texas 
with a view to its defence and improvement. 
i 


Mr. H. also submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be |! 
pstructed to inquire into the necessity and pro-_ 
ms 


iety of making ae and adequate provision for 
Ne erection of light houses at the entrance of the 
harbors on the coast of Texas. 

“Mr. J. M. CLAYTON presented the following 


resolution; which lies over: 


THE CON 


anxious as any Senator that there should be an 
early adjournment; but it seemed to him that it 
would be very impolitic to surrender to the other 
House the important question of adjournment. 


| He thought it was better to keep the control of 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 


ond he is hereby, directed to prepare for the use of || 


the Senate a statement, showing the number of ves- | 


eels employed in the coasting trade; how many of 
such vessels are propelled by steam, and how many 
py sails; how many are rated by the custom-house 
admeasurement at seventy-five tons, and less than 
one hundred and fifty tons; how many are rated 
» one hundred and fifty, and less than two hun- 
dred and fifty tons; how many are rated at two 
jundred and fifty, and less than three hundred and 
cay tons; how many are rated at three hundred 
and fifty tons, and less than five hundred tons; and 
how many are rated at five hundred tons and up- 
wards. . Ae . 7 

Mr. C. also gave notice of his intention to intro- 
duce an act requiring apprentices to be employed 
on board of vessels engaged in the coasting trade. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 


Londs, reported, with amendments, the (House) 


iyi] to equalize the compensation of the surveyors- 
veneral of the public lands of the United States. 
“Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, with an amendment, being a sub- 
situte therefor, the bill for the relief of the Mexi- 
can Railroad Company. 

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims, asked that said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of 


Somuel S. Keine and the heirs of William Gray- | 


son; which was agreed to. 
THE SUPPLEMENTAL WAR BILL. 
Mr. DIX moved that the act supplemental to an 


act entitled ** An act to provide for the prosecution | 


of the existing war with Mexico,” be taken up 
forthe purpose of moving that the Senate insist 
upon their disagreement to certain amendments 
made thereto by the House of Representatives, and 


task acommittee of conference on the subject. | 
The motion to take up being agreed to, the Senate 
resolved to insist; and the presiding officer having | 


been empowered so to do, 

The PRESIDENT appointed Senators Dix, 
Wesrcorr, and Mangum, a committee of confer- 
eve on the part of the Senate, upon the disagree- 
lig votes of the two Houses. 


‘Subsequently a message was received from the 
House, announcing that said House had resolved 
further to insist on their amendments, and appoint- 
td a committee of conference on their part. ] 


A joint resolution from the House to refund to 


States and individuals expenses incurred by them, || 


under calls for militia and volunteers made by Gen- 
frals Gaines and ‘Taylor, was read twice, and re- 
erred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


the following resolution, heretofore introduced by 
Mr, Hannrean, and the consideration of which 
was postponed until this day: 

_ Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall 
wjourn their respective Houses sine die on the 
ih ” of July next. 

_Mr. LEWIS moved that the resolution be fur- 
ter postponed until to-morrow, and that the Sen- 
“le how proceed to the consideration of the bill 
Haxing appropriations for the Post Office Depart- 
ment, 


Pa motion was negatived on a division: Yeas 
% Nays 19, 


The question being on the adoption of the reso- 


ulion— 


Mr. LEWIS said he hoped the Senate would 


yet 


Postponed before. The 


had had no answer from 


onsent to postpone this resolution. The same | 
Fasons still existed which existed when it was || 


L . | 
“ie President to the calf made by the Senate for 


nf : ° 

‘Mlormation on the subject of the finances. It was 
fssential] 
done 


Men to be enabled to carry on the war against 
“MEXICO, 


Wally necessary that something should be | 
in relation to the finances of the country in | 


that question in their own hands; he would be 
compelled, therefore, to vote against the resolution. 
Mr. ARCHER said he had voted for the post- 
ponement of this resolution heretofore with the 
view of ascertaining what disposition the House 
intended to make of the subject of the tariff. He 
| understood that a proposition was to be made in 
the House to-day to take up that subject; this be- 
| ing the case, he thought they would be much better 
ao to vote upon the resolution to-morrow. 
le had not the least notion of leaving the disposal 
of the question entirely in the hands of the House, 
by adopting a resolution fixing a precise day for 
the adjournment, putting it in the power of the 
House to occupy, if they should think proper, the 
whole or nearly the whole of the intervening time 
in the discussion of the tariff, without leaving any 
interval for its discussion by the Senate. He was 
opposed to the adoption of the resolution at pres- 
ent, 

Mr. HANNEGAN was of the opinion that it 
was fully time to fix upon a period of adiourn- 
ment. As for the objection of the Senator from 
Virginia that the House might take up the inter- 
vening time in its action on the tariff, he had only 
to say that he presumed no one contemplated a 
general discussion upon the tariff question. If 
time enough were allowed for the action of the two 
Houses, it was all that would be required; for, if 
there was any one question which had been spoken 
to death, it was the tariff. There had been more 
speeches delivered on that subject than upon any 
other in the history of the world. He asked for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAGBY hoped that the resolution would 
be informally passed over till to-morrow. He was 
entirely opposed to fixing any day for adjourn- 
ment till it was known what action would be taken 
in the Flouse of Representatives with regard to the 
tariff, 

Mr. MANGUM concurred in the views of the 


consideration of the resolution be postponed till 
Monday next. 


Mr. BAGBY requested the Senator to modify 


his motion, so as to postpone till the first Monday 
‘in July. 

Mr. MANGUM remarked that the Senator could 
move that as an amendment. 

Mr. BAGBY then moved that the resolution be 
postponed till the first Monday in July. 

A division was called for, and, being ordered, it 
appeared that twenty-four voted in the affirmative, 
and twenty-four in the negative. 

Mr. HANNEGAN then asked the yeas and 
nays on the question, and the call being seconded, 
they were iin 

Mr. WEBSTER said that, in the circumstances, 
he would be willing to vote to postpone for a week ; 
and he hoped that it would suit the convenience of 


: | the gentleman [Mr. Bagny] to withdraw his mo- 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


tion, and let the question be taken on the postpone- 
ment for a week. 

Mr. DICKINSON was in favor of fixing an 
early day for adjournment, and contended that 


there would be abundant time to take up and dis- | 


pre of the independent treasury bill and the tariff 
efore the day which had been named. If it 
would be found that the day named was too early, 


| Congress could easily extend the session beyond 
| that time. 


Mr. BAGBY withdrew his motion; and, the | 


om being taken by yeas and nays on Mr. 


resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, | 


Benton, Breese, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, John M. Clayton, 
| Colquitt, Dix, Evans, Haywood, Houston, Jenness, John- 


| sonof Louisiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Pennybacker, || 


Phelps, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Webster, Westcott, 
Woodbridge, and Yulee—31. 

NAYS—Mesers. Atchison, Berrien, Bright, Cameron, 
Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Fair- 
field, Greene, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, 
Morehead, Niles, Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, and Upham, 
—21. 


next. 


| Mr. DIX gave notice that he would to-morrow 
i, move the Senate to take up the bill to amend an 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Mr. BREESE said he was, he supposed, as || 


Senator from Alabama, and would move that the 


ANGUM’s motion to postpone till Monday next, | 


So the resolution was postponed till Monday — 
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act entitled “ An act to provide revenue from im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing laws 
imposing duties on imports, and for other pur- 
poses,’ with a view, by leave of the Senate, to 
occupy an hour in explanation of its principles and 
objects. 


Mr. WESTCOTT rose and said that he found 
his vote upon the engrossment of the bill for the 
relief of Elijah White was recorded upon the jour- 
nal in the negative. He (Mr. W.) was decidedly 
in favor of allowing the relief sought for by the 
claimant, and had intended to vote in the affirma- 
tive. Having inadvertently voted with the major- 


| ity, he would move a reconsideration of the vote 


then taken. 


_ The question being taken upon the reconsidera- 
tion, it was agreed to, 

Mr. PEARCE expressed the hope that the fur- 
ther consideration of the subject would be post- 
poned until to-morrow; which was avreed to. 

ry . . . 

Che Senate considered the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Houston, providing that the hour of meet- 
> ° ‘ 
ing of the Senate shall hereafter be eleven o'clock, 
A. M. 

Upon the question of the adoption of this reso- 
lution, the yeas and nays had been ordered, and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Breese, Bright, 
Chalmers, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Houston, 
Jenness, Lewis, McDuilie, Niles, Pennybacker, Rusk, Sen. 
ple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, and Turney—. 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Atehison, Benton, Berrien, Cal 
houn, Cameron, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Cor 
win, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Mil 


ler, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Webster, 
Westcott, Woodbridge, and Yulece—29. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. LEWIS, the Senate resumed 
the consideration of the Post Office appropriation 
bill, the question pending being upon an amend- 
ment by Mr. Nives, appropriating $25,000 for 
steam mail transportation between New York and 
Liverpool, and $25,000 for like service between 
New York and Bremen. 

Mr. McDUFFIE expressed a hope that this 
amendment would not be acted on without due 

| consideration. 

Mr. DAVIS spoke at length on the subject of 
the importance of a participation on our part in the 
advantages of the line of mail steamers, which he 
described as productive of large profits to their 
owners; and also stated the objections which ex- 
isted to the transportation of letters for the conti- 
nent of Europe through the British Post Office. 

Mr. McDUFFIE moved to strike out that por- 
tion of the amendment making an appropriation for 
the establishment of a line of steam mail service to 
Liverpool, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON submited a few observa- 
tions in favor of the line to Bremen. 

Mr. NILES followed in support of his amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. MeDur- 
FIE’s motion to strike out; and it was agreed to, 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted his views in opposi- 
tion to the establishment, by Congress, of steam 
lines to Europe. Ee said that he required more in- 
formation than he now possessed to justify him in 
giving his vote in favor of the amendment. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the amendment 
upon the table; which motion was rejected, 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 
on the amendment by Mr. Nixes, making an ap- 
propriation of $25,000 for the establishment of 
steam mail service, between New York and Bre- 
men, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Berrien, Chal- 
mers, Thoinas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Hunting- 
ton, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Pennybaecker, Simmons, Upham, Webster, and 
Woodridge—27. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Baghy, Benton, Breese, 
Bright, Calhoun, Cameron, Colquitt, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Houston, Jenness, Mangum, Me Duffie, Phelps, Rusk, Sem- 
ple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and Yu 
lee—24. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
Senate resumed the consideration of the *¢ joint 
resolution in relation to the issuing of grants of 
' certain lands in Louisiana,”’ 
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Mr. ATCHISON gave notice of an amendment, 
the propriety of which he advocated in a few ob- 
servations. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, addressed the 
Senate at length in support of the joint resolution; 
having ‘ onelude d, on motion, 

"The Senate adjourned. 


of the peace establishment. 


would sustain it, and no other, upon grounds of 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 15, 1846. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
proved, 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the bill making appropriations for the 
paval service, 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Engra- 
ving, reported the following resolution; which was 
ndopted: 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk of this House cause the 

sual numberof maps belonging to the President’s 


he had devoted himseif to the object with untiring 


stone dock could not possibly be carried, they first 
approached him with appeals, but those appeals 
left him strictly in the line of his duty. j 
boasted of their power, they threatened, and he 
despised them. During the Inst few days he had 


the minds of members of Conecress by circulating 
among them two letters, not in a bold, decided, 
manly way, but creeping and cowardly. At last 
they acquired boldness enough to publish their 
correspondence; and he thanked them forit. This 
article appears in the Washington Union in the 
form of a communication, in order to give it the 
semblance of sanction on the part of the editors of 
that journal. ' ; 
Heiss, one of the proprietors, that it had been paid 
for as an advertisement, and that he had given 
orders for it to appear as such. They had also 
adroitly introduced in this communication acertifi- 


message communicating to the TLouse despatches 
from Major General Z. Taylor, to be printed, 


A PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. LEVIN said he rose to a question of priv- 


jleee, and commenced by re marking that he was 
compelled to nouce a seurrilous attack upon him 
which he found in the columns of the Washington 
Union of Saturday. 

Mr. HOPKINS here rose and said he did not 
think any question of privileve was involved, and 
he objected to the eentleman’s proceeding. 

After some conversation between the CHAIR, 
Mr. LEVIN, and Mr. HOPKINS— 

Mr. LEVIN was permitted to proceed. He 
said that he regretted to find it necessary to notice 
the scurrilous attack referred to, for calumny, take 
what form or shape it may, not only furnishes its 
own antidote, but, like empty sounds among bar- 
ren hills, reecives its best answer from its own 
dying echo. Nor should he now take notice of it, 
if he did not know that slander never lacks exter- 
nal influence and support, in that uncharitable 
spirit which is ever ready to pronounce a summary 
verdict of conviction, upon no other foundation 
than the mere fact of a charge having been 
alleged. A confident air and an unbridled tonene 
are all that are necessary now-a-days to constitute 
an accuser, and he is instantly transformed into 
the witness, the judge, and the executioner! His 
slanders die not barren of progeny; but, for ever 
generated and generating, weave the chain destin- 
ed to bind their bleeding victim. He had reason, 
however, to congratulate himself; for although he 
had become the subject, he was not yet, thank 
Grod, the victim of the calumniator. 

lor upwards of six months he had toiled in be- 
half of an improvement of the Philadelphia navy- 
yard, believing that in advancing the interests of 
his constituents he would at the same time advance 
of the country. We have reached 
an extraordinary period in the history of Ameri- 
can levistation, when no Representative dare to de- | 
vote himself to the interests of his constituents | 
without being denounced as a demagorue—when 


order to throw a fictitious influence around the 
names of these parties, by connecting themselves 
with a name of somuch respectability. But this last 
prop he would strike from under them. He had ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Swift, Mayor of Philadelphia, 
and had received a reply from him, in which he 
atates that that certificate was intended to apply 
only to those gentlemen who presided at a public 
meeting in Philadelphia. 

Thus it appears that that certificate has been 
perverted from its original object to give a facti- 
tious respectability to other parties. And who is 


delphia to pay his expenses here, while he has 
been doing all in his power, by circulating false- 
hoods and misrepresentations, to thwart the very 
object which the people of that city and county so 
anxiously desire? He undertook to say to the 
House and to the country that he was altogether 
destitute of character and consideration. 


the characters of the distinzutshed wentlemen who 


From what lofty elevation does he look down 
upon those honored men, who would scorn his as- 
the interests sociation ? 


clerk in the Moyamensing prison. He tells us 
that nobody heard of the Southwark meeting; and 


no Representative dare advocate an important im- | ner of the city and county of Philadelphia, that the 
provement without being denounced as a party | meeting was called irrespective of party. He 
interested. Is this American freedom? He had | 


supposed that he lived in a land where the free 
interchange of thought and independent action 
formed the basis of our political existence. He 
had supposed that he occupied a seat in a hall where 
1 was the high privilege of all to utter, to argue, | fixed seven deliberate falsehoods, each bearing his 
and to act freely, without fear or favor of man. | own sign manual, and uttered expressly to deceive 
Without this freedom no tongue may divulge the | this House. It is not strange that the defamer of 
deep wants of its soul—no may portray the — the purest and most distinguished citizens of New 
dimensions of its wrongs, and no hand dare unveil || York—such men as Edward K. Collins, Moses 
that beneficent charter which whispers in the free- | H. Grinnell, Jonathan Goodhue, in fact, all the 
dom of our homage of life, liberty, and happiness. | eminent shipowners of the commercial emporium, 
And_ yet, with these uneffaceable features stamped and all the skilful and intelligent shipbuilders of 
upon the pages of our rights, confirmed as they 
are, if confirmation they can need, by the intellect 
and conscience of every man living, those faithful | that one who has not shrunk from defaming such 
depositories of the primary impressions of the | men as these, should level his poisoned shafts at 
finger of God, there are those who would fasten the me. 

fetters of vassalage upon our limbs, Who are they? Might he ask the House to look at the internal 
The puny paid agents who, for a contingent fee, | evidence which the letter of Mr. Gilbert himself 
are here arrayed against the interests of the eople contains of its falsehood? There is nothing of bold 

H 


of Philadelphia and the country at large. ehad accusation in it, but he deals in inuendo, and says 
discovered, during the last two months, that the 


only dock that could by possibility pass the House 
was the improved stone dock known as the “ Sec- 
tional Dock,’’ not only because it combined all the 


hoods that appear in that letter, but would go at 
once to the principal conspirator in this drama of 
guilt, John S. Gilbert—a man upon whom he, 
(Mr. L.,) in his remarks of Saturday last, had 


ence for another dock than his; it is not strange 


to Philadelphia and purchase property likely to be 
benefited by the establishment of a dry-dock. 
' Now, if it were a good speculation two or three 


advantages of the stone dock with the floating | 
structure, but also because, connected with rail- | 
ways, it would relieve the country from the burden | 


He knew many members of that House who | 


Woodburn Potter, who signed the communica- | 
tion in the Union, and who has been levying con- | 
tributions upon the unsuspecting people of ,Phila- | 


presided at the public meeting in Southwark, com- | 
posed as it was of the best citizens of the district? | 


national economy; and he frankly confessed that | 


zeal. When the enemies of Philadelphia discov- | 
ered that he had assumed his position, after a | 
thorough investigation of the comparative merits | 
of this and other docks, and knowing, too, that a | 


They | 


seen them busily at work, endeavoring to disease | 


He had been informed by Major | 


cate from his honor the Mavor of Philadelphia, in 


Who is | 
William J. Crans, whose name appears in con- | 
nexion with the article, and who dares to asperse | 


William J. Crans is a clerk or sub- | 


yet the records of the public press will show, as | 
well as the placards that were posted at every cor- | 


would not, however, dwell upon the various false- | 


that great city, who have dared to give a prefer- | 


that he (Mr. L.) proposed to him [Gilbert] to go | 
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months ago, when Gilbert says this proy 
was made, was it not as good six or twelve mon) 

ago, the result being as uncertain at ons time . 
the other? Is it not probable that he, (Mr, | . 
if he had been inclined to sucha speculation. wo.) 
have applied to his old and tried friends jy Phils. 
delphia, who are possessed of wealth, and kney 
the value of property, rather than to an 
stranger, whom he had never seen but 

three times in his life, and whom, if he should now 
enter the Hall, he (Mr. L.) would not be ohke u 
recognise; and who, in his memorials to Conor, 
and in his first personal appeal to Mr. Se fenes 
sented himself as a poor man, altogether destiny: 
of means? What motive could he (Mr. L,) hy, 
had in ‘electing this man, avowedly poor, as 

partner in speculations requiring a large outlay , 
money? The accusation is stamped with absurd 
ity on its face. 

Again: what difference would it make if he M 
L.) had intended to speculate, whether the doo 
to be established at the Philadelphia yard was 
stone dock, a balance dock, or a sectional dock 
There could, therefore, be no motive to chance } 
opinion of the plan of dock in reference to the sy) 
posed speculation. Again: he had visited Pjj\9. 
delphia two or three times during the last thye: 
months, and, lo' he (Mr. L.) had suffered ¢), 
dazzling opportunity to pass by. He had ente, 
into no speculations; he has purchased no Jots: } 
does not own a foot of land in Southwark, and 
never proposed to purchase one. No; before ¢| 
House, before his country, and his God, he pro- 
nounced the accusation of Jolin S. Gilbert utter) 
and entirely false. ‘This man goes on to intinare 
that possibly a similar proposition might have by 
made to the proprietors of the sectional doc} 
Those gentlemen had voluntarily sent to him th: 
deposition ,* taken before a magistrate of the city, 
denying this imputation, but he would not tax « 
time of the House by reading it. He did not fe 
that his character could be affected by what migh 
be said by such a public defamer of the best me 
in the country, and upon whose brow, hot and 
hissing, had been stamped the brand of seven de- 
liberate falsehoods. 

With the people of his district—with the people 
of the city and county of Philadelphia—the char- 
acter of the accusation, as well as the characters 
of the accusers, constituted his vindication. He 
turned with loathing from the over-gorged carcasses 
of the reptiles who would never again be able to 
wound with their fangs or inflame with ther ven 
om. It was not, as had been intimated in the le! 
ter of the clerk of the Moyamensing prison, to ad 
vance the interests of his party, that he asked for 
this appropriation for the sectionol dry-dock; but 
because the interests of the city and county o! 
Philadelphia and of the nation demanded it; and 
because the people themselves, irrespective of par- 
ty, had preferred that particular plan, and instr 
ed him to advocate it. None but the most bitter 
foe to the true interests of Pennsylvania would at 
tempt to make this a party question. On an occe 
sion like this, at least, he felt that the icy barriers 
which party feeling might temporarily erect wou 
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* The following is the deposition alluded to by Mr. Levis 
District of Golumbia, city of Washington, set: = 

Sanmel D. Dakin, Daniel Dodge, and Phineas Burgess. ' 
the city of New York, being duly sworn, depose and sa), 
that they have been engaged during part of the present ses 
sion of Congress in presenting to the Government the merits 
and claims of the sectional dock for the use of the nav), 
that they have been shown a communication in the W ash. 
ington Union of Saturday evening last, in whieh is a lett 
from John 8. Gilbert, charging the Hon. Mr. Levin, from 
Pennsylvania, with having proposed “to go in with 7 i 
(Mr. Gilbert) and make some money by buying some Pp ee 
erty, to be benefited by the building of the dock a tt 
Philadelphia navy-yard, and intimating that a similar pr = 
sition may have been made to us or one of us. Andt pene 
deponents further say that the intimation contained mn = 
letter of said Gilbert is utterly false; that Mr. Levin B ed 
proposed to either of us, nor did either of us ever nape . 
him, to buy, or to go in with him to buy, any property Set 
benefited by the building of the said dock, or any = 
property whatever, and that nothing of the don baiees 
proposed, intimated, hinted at, or spoken of, by © ¢ him 
him and us, or either of us, or any one in behalf 0 


. one he 
| us, or either of us. And these deponents further s@y ythatt 


Hon. Mr. Levin has never been, and is not In any wa a 
rectly or indirectly, remotely or immediately, inte n by is 
the sectional dock, or to be benefited a a ay by 
i P yove ent. s. D. D: ae 
adoption by the Governm S wre. Dt NDGE, 
Jone 15, 1846. PHINEAS BURGES>. 
: . oe" it: 
District of Columbia, Washington county, to wt aan 
rate Ao and sworn to before the subscriber, a just 


: : frh day 
of the peace in and for said county and district, OT ee, 
of June, 1846, T. C. DONN, J. 
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1846. 

i, away; that they stood there as the Repre- 
mentatives of the people, feeling that they were all 
ye of the same great family—looking to each 
ocher and to the same common Father for support— 
and their hearts overflowing with those precious, 
ie amalgamating, human sympathies that 
rast forever sanctify them. He had met the puny 
ouff, and, should storms await him, he was prepared 
- breast them, assured that in the discharge of 
duty there was happiness even under the sternest 
trials. +. : 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, mode a report. 


THE NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill 
paking appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending on the 30th of June, 1847. 

“When the House adjourned on Saturday, the 
previous question had been seconded, and the main 
question had been ordered. , 5 
“Which main quesuon was on concurring with 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
{ nion in its amendments, and on ordering the bill 
w a third reading. 4 ; 

And that was now the recurring question. 

The amendments were read and concurred in 
collectively, except as hereinafter mentioned. 

NAUTICAL ALMANAC. 

On concurring in the following amendment: 

“For computing and publishing under the di- 
rection of the superintendent of the Observatory, 
the American Nautical Almanac, to be calculated 
for the meridian of Washington, $5,000: Provided, 
yo part of said sum shall be paid for computation 


t) any person who now receives a salary from the | 


love rament.”” 
Mr, CLARKE asked the yeas and nays, which 


were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- | 


jOWS: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 


\shmun, Barringer, Bayly, Blanchard, Brodiead, Buiiing- | 


ton, W. W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G, 


Chapman, Cranston, Culver, Darragh, Dixon, Dromgoole, | 
Fusall, John H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Fries, Gentry, Gid- | 


dings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, 
Herrick, Hilliard, Eiias B. Holmes, Isaae E. Holmes, John 
WV, Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington 
Hunt, Huoter, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler King, Leib, 
Lewis, Levin, Long, James MeDowell, McGaughey, Mc- 
Henry, Melivaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Pendle - 
tou, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Sever- 
ance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stan- 


ton, Stepheus, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thom- | 


won, Benjamin Thompson, Tilden, Towns, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wright, and Young—s6. 
NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
sedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, 
Koyd, Brinkerhoff, Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William 
(. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, 
Vonstable, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, 
Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dunlap, 
Misworth, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Paran, Ficklin, Gar- 
vw, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Haralson, Hoge, Hopkina, 
©. 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Kaufman, Pres- 
tou King, Leake, La Sere, Lumpkin, Maclay, McClean, 





vin, Gentry, Goodyear, Grider, Grinnell; Hamlin, Hampton, 
Harper, Herrick, Hoge, E. B. Holmes, John W. Houston, 
Samucl PD. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James 
B. Hunt, Jenkins, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Thomas Rut- 
ler King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, Lumpkin, MeClean, Me- 
Gaughey, Mellvaine, Marsh, Miller, Morse, Moseley, Perry, 
Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Ritter, Julius 
Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawyer, Schenck, 
Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb 
B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Benjamin 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Went- 
worth, White, Winthrop, Wright, and Young—94. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, Boyd, Broekenbrough, Milton 
Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, 
Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, Fick- 
lin, Gordon, Graham, Haralson, Henley, Hopkins, Hough, 
George 8S. Houston. Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Hun 
ter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Preston King, Leake, 
Long, Maclay, McClernand, McConnell, MeCrate, Joseph 
J. McDowell, James McDowell, MeKay, John P. Martin, 
Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Owen, Parrish, 
Payne, Pendleton, Perrill, Phelps, Reid, Rhett, Roberts, 
Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, 
St. John, Thomasson, James Thompson, Thurman, Towns, 
Tredway, Wick, Williams, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, 
and Yancey—92. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
MEMPHIS NAVY-YARD. 


On concurring with the committee in striking 
out the amended appropriation for the navy-yard 
at Memphis— 


Mr. STANTON 


asked the yeas and nays; 


| which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Stephen 
Adams, Anderson, Arnold, Atkinson, Barringer, Bedinger, 
Benton, James Black, James A. Black, Brodhead, William 
G. Brown, Burt, William W. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, 


| John G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, 
, Cobb, Collamer, Collin, Cranston, Culver, Daniel, Dargan, 


Jefferson Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellsworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, 
Faran, Fieklin, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Giddings, Giles, Good- 
year, Gordon, Hamlin, Hampton, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, 
Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, J. W. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hungerford, 
James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Joseph 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Seaborn Jones, Preston King, 
Leake, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Maclay, McClean, MeCrate, 
James McDowell, McGaughey, McKay, Marsh, John P. 
Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Parrish, 
Payne, Perrill, Perry, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Julius 
Rockwell, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, 


| Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 


Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Strong, Svkes, 


| Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Tilden, Tredway, White, 


Wick, Williams, Wood, Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, 
Yancey, and Yost—121. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Bayly, Bell, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, Buffington, Reuben Chap- 
man, Chase, Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Dobbin, 
Dockery, Edwin H. Ewing, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grin- 


| nell, Haralson, Harper, Isaac FB. Holmes, George 8. Hous- 


ton, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Andrew Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, Thomas Butler King, Lumpkin, McConnell, 
Joseph J. McDowell, McHenry, Melivaine, Barkley Martin, 


| Miller, Moseley, Owen, Pendleton, Phelps, Pollock, Relfe, | 
| Rhett, John A. Rockwell, Schenck, Truman Smith, Thomas 
| Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strohm, Thibodeaux, Thomas- 


McClelland, MeConnell, Joseph J. McDowell, McKay, John |, 


!. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, 
Uwen, Parrish, Payne, Perrill, Phelps, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, 
Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Scammon, Alexander D. Sims, 
Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 


*. Join, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, | 


Tredway, Trumbo, Wheaton, Wick, Woodward, Wood- 
worth, and Yancey—103, 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 
DRY-DOCK AT PHILADELPHIA. 
On concurring in the following amendment: 


“Towards the construction of a dry-dock at the 
Philadelphia navy-yard, $150,000. And the Sec- 
retary of the Navy is hereby directed to contract 
with the proprietors for the construction, at the 


Philadelphia navy-yard, of a sectional floating dry- || 


son, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tibbatts, Trumbo, 
Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Winthrop, and Young—62. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


On concurring in the following amendment: 
Provided, That the expenditure of this and previous ap- 


| propriations for this yard shall be confined to the construc- 


tion of a rope-walk. 


Mr STANTON asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Anderson, 


| Arnold, Atkinson, Benton, Biggs, James Black, Jas. A. Black, 


Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William G. Brown, W. W. Camp- | 
bell, John H. Campbell, Cathcart, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cul- 


Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dunlap, Edsall, Erdman, John 
H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
Grinnell, Hamlin, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Edmund 


| ver, Cunningham, Daniel, Darragh, Jefferson Davis, De | 
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Connell, McHenry, Marsh, Barkley Martin, Miller, Payne, 
Pendleton, Perry, Phelps, Pollock, Ramsey, Relfe, Julius 


| Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Runk, Scammon, Albert Smith, 


C. B. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Strohm, Jacob Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Wright, and Young—*1. 


So the amendment was concurreé in. 
DRY-DOCK AT PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had concurred in the 


| following amendment, and asked the yeas and nays, 


which were ordered: 
‘Towards the construction of a dry-dock at the 


| Philadelphia navy-yard, $150,000; and the Secre- 


tary of the Navy 1s hereby directed to contract 
with the proprietors for the construction at the 
Philadelphia navy-yard of a sectional floating dry- 
dock, basin, and railways, according to the plan 
recommended by the Secretary of the Navy in his 
report to Congress dated February 12, 1844, pro- 
vided the same can be made by contract at the esti- 
mates now before the department. ”’ 

Mr. ASHMUWN moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused; 

And the question being taken, the House deter- 
mined that the motion to reconsider should not be 
laid on the table. 

The question then recurred, and was taken on 
the motion to reconsider. 

Whilst the vote was being taken, 

Mr. BURT ealled for the enforcement of the fol- 
lowing rule: 

“No member or other person shall visitor remain by the 
Clerk’s table while the ayes aud noes are calling, or hallots 
are counting.”’ 

The SPEAKER announced the result of the vote 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Biggs, James A. Black, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Brockenbrough, William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, 


Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, 
De Mott, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, 


| Ficklin, Giles, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Haralson, Harman- 


+ 


son, Henley, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund 
W. Hubard, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, Preston King, Leake, La 
Sere, Long, Lumpkin, McClernand, MeConnell, MeCraie, 
James McDowell, McKay, Marsh, John P. Martin, Barkley 
Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Pat 

rish, Payne, Phelps, Reid, Rhett, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, 
Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, 
Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tred - 
way, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, Wood 

worth, and Yancey—97, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Benton, James Black, Blanchard, Brod- 
head, Buffington, William W. Campbell, John H. Campben, 
Carroll, Jobn G. Chapman, Chipman, Collamer, Cranston, 
Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Edwin H, Ew 
ing, Foot, Poster, Fries, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Goodyear, 
Grinnell, Harper, Herrick, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, 
James B. Hunt, Jenkins, Daniel P. King, Thomas Butler 
King, Lewis, Levin, McClean, McGaughey, McHenry, Me 
livaine, Miller, Moseley, Pendleton, Perry, Pillsbury, Pol- 
lock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Ritter, Julius Roekwell, Jobn 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Severance, 


| Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stewart, 


|| W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, || 


Cock, basin, and railways, according to the plan | 


port to Congress, dated February 12, 1844, pro- 


ided 
vided the same can be made by contract at the es- | 


“mates now before the department.” 


—— the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
ad, being taken, resulted as follows: 


sd EAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
R mun, Barringer, James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, 
on Buf 

mn 7 . - ~ z 

teh, Deter ate Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, Dar- 
Join H, Ewi 


lington, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Chipman, 


» Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, |, 
ng, Edwin H, Ewing, Foot, Foster, Fries, Gar- || B. King, Lewis, Levin, Long, Lumpkin, McClelland, Mc 


Joseph Johnson, Preston King, Leake, La Sere, McClean, 


McClernand, McCrate, James McDowell, McGaughey, Mc- | 


Ilvaine, McKay, Morris, Morse, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, 


Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, 
Truman Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, St. 
John, Strong, James Thompson, Thurman, Tredway, Wick, 


|! Williams, Woodworth, Yancey, and Yost—95. 


Mr. HOPKINS and Mr. McCONNELL de- | 


NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Blanch- 
ard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, Buf- 


| fington, Burt, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Cocke, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cum- | 
mins, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Douglass, Edwin H. Ewing, | 


Foster, Gentry, Graham, Hampton, Harper, Elias B. Holmes, 
Isaac E. Holmes. Hough, John W. Houston, George 8. Hous- 
ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, Washington Hunt, Andrew John- 
son, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Thomas 


Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, James 
Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
White, Winthrep, Wright, Young, and Yost—90. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 


The question then again recurred on concurring 
in the said amendment. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Benton, James Black, Brodhead, But 
fington, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chapman, Chip- 
man, Collamer, Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, Darragh, 
Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdman, John 
H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Foster, Garvin, Gentry, 


| Giddings, Goodyear, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, 


Herrick, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Samuel 


|| D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, J. B. Hunt, Jen- 
| Norris, Owen, Parrish, Perrill, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Rit- | 


recommended by the Secretary of the Navy in his |) ter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seaman, Seddon, | 


kins, D. P. King, Thomas B. King, Leib, Lewis, Levin, 


| McClean, McGaughey, McHenry, McIlvaine, Marsh, Miller, 
| Morse, Moseley, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rit- 


ter, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, 
Schenck, Seaman, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, 
C. B. Smith, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thom- 
asson, Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Tilden, 
Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, White, Winthrop, 
Wright, Young, and Yost—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Bayly, Bedinger, Bell, Biggs, J. A. Black, Bowlin, Boyd, 


| Brockenbrough, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, 
| Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Chase, 


i 


Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Crozier, Cullom, Cammine, 
Daniel, Dargan, De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Faran, Ficklin, Giles, Gordon, Gra- 


Saal 


| 
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ham, Grider, Haralson, Harmanson, He wey, I E. Holmes, 


i| ; atl a 
'| ter, Garvin, Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, 


i} 


Hopkins, Hough, George 8, Houston, © 9. Hubard, Hun- || Hampton, Harper, Herrick, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hous- 


ter, James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
G. W. Jones, Preston King, Leake, La Sere, Long, Lump- 
kin, Maclay, MceClernand, McConnell, McCrate, Joseph J. 


McDowell, James MeDowell, McKay, John P. Martin, Bark- | 


ley Martin, Moulton, Niven, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendle- 
ton, Perrill, Phelps, Reid, Rhett, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, 
Scammon, Seddon, Alexander D, Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, 
Strong, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tred 
way, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Woodward, Wood- 
worth, and Yancey—J01. 


So the amendment was not concurred in. 


The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and, having been read a third time by its tide, and 
the question being, “ Shall this bill pass ?”’ 

Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. BOYD asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
low 


YEAS—Mesers. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Stephen 
Adams, Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Haviv, Bedinger, Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, Jaines 
A. Black, Blanchard, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhofl, Brocken 
brough, Brodhead, William G. Brown, Baflington, Burt, 
William W. Campbell, John Hf. Campbell, Carroll, Catheart, 
Join G. Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Chap 
man, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collamer, 
Collin, Constable, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, 
Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Darragh, Jefferson Davis, 
Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Edsall, Ellsworth, Erdiman, 
fohu HH. Ewing, Edwin UL. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot 
ries, Garvin, Gentry, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, 
Grider, Gainnell, Hanlin, Hampton, Haralson, Warmanson, 
Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, 
Isane EB. Holme Hopkins, Hough, John W. Houston, 
George S. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, Samuel D. Hub 
bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Hunter, 
James H. Jobnson, Joseph Jolinsoa, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas 
Butler King, Leake, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Long, Lump 
kin. Maclav, MeClean, MeClelland, MeClernand, MeCon- 
nell, MeCrate, Joseph J. MeDowell, James MeDowell, Me- 
Gaughey, MceHeury, Mellvaine, McKay, Marsh, John P. 
Martin, Barkley Martin, Miller, Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, Pendleton, 
Perrill, Perry, Pheips, Pillsbury, Pollock, Ramaey, Reid, 
Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scam- 
mon, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Alexander D. 
Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, Stewart, St. John, 
Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thomp 
son, James Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, Thurman, Tib- 
batts, Tilden, ‘Towns, Tredway, Trambo, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, White, Wick, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, 
Woodward, Woodworth, Wright, Yancey, Young, and Yost 

18 


NAYS —Mesers. Milton Brown and Stephens—2. 


So the bill was passed. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. COBB. State your object, General. 

Several voices. ** For what purpose ?”’ 

Mr. STEWART. Will the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. McKay] state what the ob- 
ect of his motion 1s? 

Mr. McKAY. ‘To take up the bill commonly 
called the tariff bill, 

Several voices. ‘ Very commonly.” 

Mr. STEWART asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, 
Baviy, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowlin, 

tovd, Brinkerhotf, Brockenbrough, Wiliam G. Brown, 
Burt, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Reuben Ciapman, 
Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cuitom, 
Cummins, Cunningham, Daniel, Dargan, Jefferson Davis, 
De Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dun- 
lap, Esworth, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Giles, Goodyear, Gor- 
don, Hamlin, Haratson, Harmanson, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, 
Ieaac B. Holmes, Hopkins, Hough, George 8. Houston, Ed 
mund W. Hubard, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Jenkins, James 
H. Johnsen, J. Johnson, A. Johnson, G. W. Jones, 8. Jones, 
Preston King, Leake, La Sere, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
Melelland, MeClernand, MeConnell, MeCrate, J. J. Me 
Dowell, J. McDowell, McKay, J. P. Martin, B. Martin, Mor- 
ris, Morse, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Owen, Parrish, Payne, 
Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rathbun, Reid, Retfe, Rhett, 
Roberts, Sawtelle, Sawver, Scammon, Seddon, Alexander 
1D). Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thomas Smith, Rob- 
ert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, Jacob 
Thompson, Thurman, Tibbatts, Towns, Tredway, Went- 
worth, Wheaton, Wick, Williams, Wilmot, Wood, Wood- 
ward, Woodworth, and Vancey—120. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quiney Adams, Arnold, 
Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, James Black, Blanchard, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, W. W. Campbell, Jgpn H. Campbell, 
Carroll, John G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, 
Crozier, Culver, Darragh, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Ed- 
sall, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Edwin H. Ewing, Foot, Fos- 






i] 


ton, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Dan- 


|| iel P. King, Thomas B. King, Leib, Lewis, Long, MeClean, | 
McGaughey, McHenry, Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, || 


Pendleton, Pollock, Ramsey, Ritter, Julius Rockwell, John 
A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Russell, Schenck, Seaman, Sev- 
erance, ‘Truman, Smith, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Ste- 

| phens, Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, 
Benjamin Thompson, James Thompson, Tilden, Trumbo, 
Vanee, Vinton, White, Winthrop, Wright, Young, and 
VY ost—27. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of 


of Georgia, in the chair, 

Mr. McKAY moved that the committee take up 
the bill reducing duties on imports, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. BRODHEAD gave notice that, if that mo- 
tion should not prevail, he would move to take up 
the bill to provide for the establishment of a na- 
tional foundry. 

And Mr. B. asked tellers on the motion of Mr. 
McKay, which were ordered, 

The vote was taken, and stood, in favor of taking 
up the bill 115; against it, 71. 

So the bill was taken up. 

And it was read in part, 

SUPPLEMENTAL WAR BILL. 

The committee then rose, on motion of Mr. 
HARALSON, and took up the message from the 
Senate informing the House that the Senate insist- 
ed on its disagreement to certain amendments to 


this bill, and had appointed a committee of con- || 


ference, 

And a committee of conference was ordered to 
be appointed on the part of this House, to meet 
the said committee on the part of the Senate. 


THE TARIFF. 


The reading of this bill was then resumed adn 
concluded, 

And it was taken up by sections. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD presented a substitute for 
the whole bill, and said that, when in the House, 
he would move that it be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved to strike out the fol- 


lowing item: 


“ Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That ifit shall happen | 


at any future fiscal year that the revenue shall not be suffi- 
cient to defray the expenditures required for that year, a 
duty of ten per centum ad valorem shall be levied, collected, 
and paid on tea and coffee, to take effect after the first 
quarter of the ensuing year; and it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to report such deticiency to the 
President, who shall forthwith announce the same by proc- 
lamation, and direct that the aforesaid duty be collected as 
above provided.” 

The CHAIRMAN said the motion would not 
be in order, because that section was not now un- 
der consideration. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he should, 
when in order, offer the amendment which he sent 
to the chair. ‘The amendment was, to strike out 
the proposed duty upon tea, coffee, and salt, and 
make those articles free. 

Mr. TILBATTS moved that the bill be laid aside 
for the present, with a view to have the substiuute 

rinted, 


Mr. McKAY moved that the bill should be | 


passed over informally for to-day, with a view to 
the commencement of the debate to-morrow morn- 
ing; and also with a view now to take up the In- 
dian appropriation bill, which had been returned 
from the Senate with certain amendments. 

Objections having been made, 

The question on the motion of Mr. McKay was 
taken, and the vote stood—ayes 72, noes 30. 

No quorum voting, 

The question was again taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 85, noes 28, 

So the bill was laid aside for the present. 


THE INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the committee took 
up the amendments of the Senate to the bill making 


~ 


] the Whole on the state of the Union, ay 
|| might, without being out of order, disc 
|, subject on which he pleased to speak; anc 
had himself been big with a speech for soy 
|, past on the Mexican war, he should take t} 
|| ent opportunity of delivering it. 

(| Mr. C. said that he was one of the re 
|| fourteen who had voted against the bill recognisine 
|| the existence of a state of war; and he, in con, 
‘| mon with others who voted with him on that oo. 
| casion, had been violently assailed on that floor for 
| the vote which he had given. The first attack hod 
| been made by one of his own colleagues from thp 
|| State of New York, representing the Delaware dic. 


nember 
ISS any 
1 as he 
ne time 
1€ pres. 


howned 


ss dis. 
| trict, (Mr. Gorpon.) The gentleman, he revre; 


| ted to see, was not now in his seat, but that wos 
/ not Mr. C.’s fault; and, as it was somewhat rare 
| for a gentleman on his side of the House to obtain 
|| the floor at all, he should proceed with what jp 
|| had to say. His colleague had charged the four- 
|| teen gentlemen who voted against the supply and 
|| Mexican war bill with a want of patriotism for re. 
fusing to vote for a bill which contained the neces. 
|| sary means to carry on the war. Now, before his 
| colleague proceeded to make these attacks, he iad 
|, better turn to the conduct of friends nearer home, 
| His own democratic chief (Mr. Van Buren) had 
|| told the world that the annexation of Texas would 
necessarily be followed by a war with Mexiro, 
and that in that war the United States would stand 
| without any ground of justification before the 
world. Now, had a single word been said by any 
| of those who opposed the bill worse than this lan- 
|| guage of their own chosen democratic friend and 
| leader? Did not the facts fulfil this prediction, 
|| which had been made two years in advance? Mr, 
| C. would turn the attention of his colleague to acer- 
|| tain well-known circular put forth by the Democrats 
| in the State of New York, in which they denounced 
| annexation with scorn. THis colleague, doubtless, 
| would remember the language then employed. In 
| that paper the Democrats of New York opposed 
the cause of the present war. Mr. C., and his as- 
sociates did but oppose the effect, and yet the four- 
| teen who refused to vote for the bill were publicly 
|, held up before the country as traitors who had no 
_regard to the country’s honor. He would state, 
| however, for the information of his colleague, if 
he was not already acquainted with the fact, that 
| out of that company of fourteen four had been sol- 
| diers in the last war, and had personally borne 
/ arms in the public service. One of them was from 
Massachusetts, one from Rhode Island, and two 
|| from Ohio; and, if patriotism was the matter in 
question, he thought those gentlemen who had 
' shouldered the musket and knapsack at the call of 
their country showed about as much patriotism as 
| those who barked in that hall till their throats were 
hoarse in denouncing all those who differed from 
| themselves in opinion, and in proclaiming their 
own zeal in the national cause. 
| Mr. C.’s colleague had charged upon the fourteen 
| that they refused to vote supplies for the war. 
| Now, if his colleague made this charge upon them 
because they refused to vote for the preamble ol 
|| the bill, he could not well object to having his owa 
principles applied to himself, and he would refer 
that gentleman to his own vote on the river and 
_ harbor bill. Mr. C. had taken the pains to trace 
the course of his colleague, as it stood recorded 1 
the votes given in that House, and he found that 
the gentleman had voted twenty-one times in the 
|| negative, and continued regularly to vote agaist 
| every improvement contained in that bill ull he 
| came to one for the improvement of the Hudson 
'| river; and as soon as the gentleman found an ile" 
|| for improving the channel of the stream which 
_ washed the shores of his own district, he instant- 
ly turned about and voted in the affirmative. Pro!- 
| ably the clarifying power of the waters of that 
|| noble river had efficacy in easing his conseien 
and causing him to feel perfectly pure and blame- 
less in voting in the very face of his own print 


| 


| 
| 
| 


appropriations for the current and contingent ex- || ples. But, though he could thus compromise on 


penses of the Indian department; and 


the appropriation for the Hudson river, Mr. 


> , z a ° } 
Mr. McKAY explained the amendments as pro- || found his name recorded against the bill on 1ts final 


posed to be amended by the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


| rate vote. 


° no 
passage. Now, this was the gentleman = 
charged the fourteen with a want of patriots 


‘The amendments were concurred in, except cer- || because they voted against the final passage of the 
tain amendments which were reserved for a sepa- | Mexican war bill. Suppose Mr. C. should meet 


|| that gentleman on the stump, and should accus’ 


| Mr. CULVER said that he understood it now || him in his own district of voting against the ae 
_ to be decided, by the vote of gentlemen on the other | and herbor bill, what would probably be his rep'y: 
| side, that when the House was in Committee of || He would immediately say that he had voted 
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